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Blessing of the Animals  

Feast of St. Francis  
 

Sunday, October 4,  

10 a.m. service  

Bring your pets to church to 

be blessed.  
 

 

 

All pets must be leashed or in some way re-

strained. Children may bring a stuffed animal 

to be blessed.  
 

Bring an item needed by Humane Society  

(Wish List on page 5)  

 

òMass on the Grassó 
 

Our annual outdoor Celebration of the Eucharist  

Sunday, October 25, 10 a.m. service  
 

Hamburgers, hot dogs and beverages provided. 

Bring a side dish to share  
 

Dress casually.  

Bring your 

blankets, 

chairs and 

your friends 

and neighbors.  

 



òIõm glad my church needs money! If it did-

nõt, it would mean it wasnõt supporting mis-

sionaries and preaching the Gospel in other 

places and had no missionary zeal. 

 

òIõm glad my church needs money! If it did-

nõt, it would mean it wasnõt doing anything 

to support the homeless and needy and 

had no compassion. 

 

 òIõm glad my church needs money! If it did-

nõt, it would mean it wasnõt interested in 

expanding into other areas of service and 

had no vision. 

 

òIõm glad my church needs money! If it did-

nõt, it would mean it wasnõt interested in 

providing wholesome activities for our teen-

agers and had no concern. 

 

òIõm glad my church needs money! If it did-

nõt, it would mean it wasnõt interested in 

teaching children in those impressionable 

years and had no future. 

 

òYes, sir, Iõm glad my church needs money! 

The fact that it does need money means it 

has not forfeited its zeal, compassion, ex-

pansion, vision, concern, evangelism, and 

future. 

 

òMy church needs my gifts and Iõm glad. I 

wouldnõt want to be a member of any other 

kind.ó [The VaryIdea magazine] 

 

* * *  

Financial stewardship is like prayer. It adds 

so much meaning and value to my life that I 

would find not doing it a real sacrifice. If the 

tithe could speak, I think it would say, òDo 

you believe in God? Believe also in me. I am 

one of your finest opportunities for serving 

God with all your heart, mind, soul, and 

strength.ó Three unselfish gifts that grow 

strong Christians: prayer, time, and money. 

 

Money Is Important in Two 

Ways 
 

òJesus spoke a great deal about moneyñ

and often with the kind of humor contained 

in the following story. 

òA prairie farmer appeared at a bank ask-

ing for a loan of one dollar! He acknowl-

edged that it was customary to provide 

collateral for any loan and produced a ten 

thousand-dollar saving bond. The bond 

was deposited in the bank vault until the 

loan was repaid.  

 

A year later the farmer reappeared. He 

renewed the loan, paying the interest on 

the first year, a nickel and two penniesñ

seven cents! This happened for several 

years until finally the bank manager, con-

sumed with curiosity, approached the 

farmer. ôWe are quite happy to make this 

loan but I must ask why you want it. After 

all, we are holding ten thousand for you. 

Why would you want to borrow one dol-

lar?õ To which the farmer replied, ôDo you 

know how much you folks would charge 

me per year for a safety deposit box for 

that bond?õ  

 

òIn many of his parables, Jesus com-

mended those who showed that kind of 

brightness and imagination with 

money.ó [56 Devotions On Short Notice, 

Robert A. Wallace] 

 

Why is that? Jesus repeatedly makes two 

points about money:  

1. It plays an important role in our life.  

2. It plays an important role in building 

and maintaining our relationship with 

God.  

 

In both of those ways, Jesus recommends 

that we use money wisely. 
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BE  THANKFUL  THAT  OUR CHURCH 
NEEDS MONEY  

October  2009 

Happy Birthday wishes in  

October to: 
 

1 Sally Brown 

4 Jennifer Gaudreau 

6 Lola Brett, Patricia  

 Campbell, Elmer Jones 

8 David Richcreek, Stacy 

 Fuchs, Mickey Super 

10 Norma Brooks-Parks 

11 Cecelia Lowe, Emily Burgos, 

 Elizabeth McCurtain 

12 Norma McClellan, Tessa 

 Giordano 

15 Doreen Paine 

16 Jim Rinehart, Tom Kelley 

18 Imogene McLean, Paul 

 Chesler Sr. 

19 Harris Brown, Tyler  

 Hirschmann 

20 Helen Fuller, Cathy Roberts, 

 Dean Fryer 

21 Carol Chesler 

24 Janice Whitman, Christon 

 Blair 

27 Elizabeth Zane, Allen Gylfe 

30 Patricia McHugh, Enid  

 Ireland, Shiela Ladd 

31 Dave Burton, Savanna  

 Howard 

 

Happy Wedding Anniversary 

wishes in October to: 
 

4 John and Judi Fleming, Bill 

 and Ruth Hickman 

5 Robert and Nancy Barnes, 

 Bob and Dottie Zimmerman 

8 Bill and Beverly Nye 

14 Bob and Joyce Liberty, Bill 

 Babbitt and  Sharon Coe-

 Babbitt 

19 Byron and Jean Clinch 

23 Ryan and Heather Joy 

 

If your birthday or anniversary 

occurs this month and your 

name does not appear here, 

please call the Church Office to 

let us know. 



 

With a new school 

year started, the youth of 

St. John's have some new 

things happening as 

well.  Danene Rice contin-

ues to lead as youth minis-

ter to the 9th through 12th 

grade students. However, 

this year we also have Mar-

garet Richcreek serving as 

youth minister to the 

younger youth, starting 

from 5th grade to 8th 

grade. 

  

Youth meetings are every 

Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in 

the ministry center. The 

youth will process out of 

church together to start 

their meetings. We will be 

meeting as two groups for 

teen spirituality, lunch and 

youth group. There will also 

be times when we are all 

together as one big 

group.  This new format 

will afford a greater free-

dom of expression among 

both groups. This will be 

important due to the diver-

sity in ages from 11 to 18. 

We are looking for volun-

teers to provide lunches 

for the youth and to help 

by being the second adult 

in the room. If anyone is 

interested, please contact 

either Danene Rice or Mar-

garet Richcreek. 

  

Upcoming events include: 
 

9/27/09    Youth meetings 

in the ministry center     
 

10/4/09     Bake sale with 

the Blessing of the Ani-

mals.  Treats for people 

and animals! We are look-

ing for willing bakers to 

donate to the youth's 

bake sale. Please 

see Danene Rice at Church 

or contact her at 447-

8406, or  

riceconnect@yahoo.com 

Any and all baked good 

donations are appreciated. 
 

10/11/09 & 10/18/09    

Youth meetings in the min-

istry center 
 

10/25/09     Mass on the 

Grass, picnic and games 

 

11/8/09     Ascension has 

invited us to St. Paul's 

School for a sports day. 

  

We ask your prayers to 

make this yearõs youth 

ministry a great one!  All 

youth welcome, grades 5-

12!  Come, enjoy, and feel 

free to bring a friend! 

  

In His Love; 

Danene Rice 

Margaret Richcreek 

 

P.S. for Parents: Parents of 

youth decided to meet 

monthly for discussion, 

fellowship and support. In 

October they will meet on 

the 18th  after 10 a.m. ser-

vice in the library (two-story 

ministry building). Dioce-

san Youth Director, Dea-

con Kit Tate, has furnished 

some ideas/resources for 

discussion. 

sion, anxiety, addictions 

and job stress. 

 

She is married, has one 

son and is the most awe-

some mother-in-law that 

you can imagine! She also 

has two stepsons and five 

grandchildren.  

 

She is the child of two or-

dained ministers and grew 

up believing all things are 

possible if you believe and 

hope!   

 

Dr. MaryAnn Crowder is a 

licensed psychotherapist in 

practice for over 21 years. 

Additionally, she is a na-

tionally certified counselor--

not CERTIFIABLE, but certi-

fied!  (She can work in all 

states!!) 

  

She holds a doctorate in 

counseling psychology and 

proudly states she is a re-

covering teacher, having 

abandoned middle school 

"humans" to work primarily 

with adults with depres-

At times, she has been un-

employed, and possibly un-

employable--and brings an 

optimistic balance to life's 

hardships and trials.   

  

She is relocating her pri-

vate practice to the campus 

of St. John's and expects 

God to do great things!!  
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YOUTH  IN  ACTION  

D R.  CR OW D E R R E L O C A T I N G  T O  ST .  JO H NõS 

John Stima and Jennifer 

Huaco were both chosen 

to serve on the 

Clearwater High School 

Homecoming Court. 

Chucky Lomas and John 

Stima are on the varsity 

football team at CHS. 

Tyson and Spencer Rice, 

Luke Goss are on the 

junior varsity team. 

Alex Swatzell is on the 

football team at Dixie 

Hollins High. 

Clearwater and Dixie 

play each other Friday, 

October 2 at Dixie. 

mailto:riceconnect@yahoo.com


The word "hymn" comes 

from the Greek "hymnos", 

and this gives some indica-

tion as to the age of hym-

nody. They were originally 

songs written in honor of the 

Gods, leading figures and 

heroes. How things changed 

a few centuries later when 

their structure was adopted 

by the Christian Church.  

 
At the time of the Reforma-

tion - in the 16th Century - 

the reformers wanted the 

liturgy to be said in the ver-

nacular. They also insisted 

upon hymns that could be 

understood and sung by the 

people, and they wanted to 

get away from plainchant 

hymnody, most of which 

could only be performed by 

monks. The reformers de-

manded that the new hymns 

should have a strictly scrip-

tural basis, and they began 

to introduce metrical ver-

sions of the psalms ð where 

the psalms were given a 

rhyme and rhythm and verse 

structure ð making them 

easy to sing and under-

stand. In doing so they be-

gan the divide between met-

rical psalms and hymns 

which caused controversy in 

the Anglican Church in the 

18 th and 19th Centuries. The 

Reformation coincided with 

the world-shaking introduc-

tion of printing. This gave 

church-goers access to 

many vernacular hymns. 

Martin Luther played a great 

role in the development of 

hymnody ð not only was he 

a radical theologian, but he 

was also a fine musician.  

 

In England, metrical psalms 

directly modeled on the Bi-

ble were the main liturgical 

diet.  Hymns, with their 

vague scriptural references, 

were frowned upon. Wor-

shippers became dissatis-

fied with metrical psalms 

because their texts were not 

of the rhetorical quality of 

the Book of Common Prayer, 

and many were very poor 

adaptations of scripture. It 

was the great Isaac Watts 

(1674 ð 1748) who began 

the reform of congregational 

singing in England. He wrote 

many fine hymns ð Joy to 

the World and O God our 

help in ages past are exam-

ples ð and started from the 

principle that texts should 

express the religious feel-

ings of the people. This was 

a total turnaround from the 

previously held view that 

they should be scripturally 

based! Isaac Wattsõ princi-

ple holds today. It was the 

Wesley brothers, John and 

Charles, who early in the 

18 th century, almost con-

temporary with Watts, set 

out to change worshippersõ 

views of hymnody. They in-

sisted that hymns should be 

written to stir the congrega-

tion, reinforce its religious 

emotions and play on the 

òfeel goodó factor. The 

Wesleyõs made hymns the 

central feature of Methodist 

worship. The qualities of 

sincerity and conviction 

were a vital part of the 

Wesley approach and con-

gregations responded with 

vigor and enthusiasm.  As a 

result, many were attracted 

away from the established 

church into Methodism. 

 

A number of forward-looking 

Church of England clergy-

men began to see the need 

for a similar musical revival 

in their own church. But 

many Anglicans resisted the 

introduction of evangelical-

style hymns because they 

were still wedded to the 

metrical psalm. The matter 

came to a head in 1819 in 

Sheffield, England when 

Vicar Thomas Cotterill im-

posed Methodist-style hym-

nody on his congregation. 

The people rebelled and 

took him to the Diocesan 

Consistory Court. The case 

was heard by the Chancellor 

of the Diocese of York who, 

in a typical Anglican compro-

mise, concluded that both 

hymns and metrical psalms 

were illegal in Anglican lit-

urgy but, because their use 

was widespread, he didn't 

feel able to enforce his deci-

sion! This opened the flood-

gates to all manner of 

hymns including Gospel 

Hymns and, coupled with 

the pioneering work of Watts 

and the Wesleyõs, laid the 

foundation of Anglican hym-

nody as we know it today.  

 

Hymns mean a great deal to 

many people. They remem-

ber fondly those they 

learned in childhood and the 

ones associated with par-

ticular family events or great 

occasions. Since the end of 

the 19th Century there's 

been an explosion in hymn-

writing, but the traditional 

repertoire of Anglican hym-

nody was largely written by 

the end of the Victorian era. 

English hymnody is not only 

the equal of the German 

Chorale; it still speaks with a 

vibrant and vital voice. It 

seems that hymn writing 

has been around forever. 

However, the art of writing 

musical songs to our Lord 

and Savior continues to this 

day. Sometimes they may 

seem different compared 

what we are used to, but in 

time even the new 

òcontemporaryó can become 

old and dusty, or an old time 

favorite for the church to 

worship to and enjoy.  
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THE  LONG  AND  SHORT ON  HYMNS 

St. Johnõs Choir, along 

with soloists and 

orchestra, will once again 

perform, as a gift to the 

parish and the 

community,  

Handelõs Messiah 

Dec. 12-13 

October  2009 



 

St. Johnõs will celebrate 

Recovery Weekend No-

vember 24-25. Each of the 

services will have wit-

nesses by people who, by 

Godõs grace, are in recov-

ery from some form of ad-

diction.  There will be spe-

cial prayers and readings. 

All of us will have an oppor-

tunity to put names into a 

sealed prayer boxñnames 

of those struggling with 

addiction as well as their 

loved ones whose lives are 

adversely affected. Litera-

ture will be available. 

There will be more infor-

mation in the November 

Evangelist as well as post-

ers. Anyone wanting to 

assist in the planning, 

please contact the church 

office.  

 

The Celebration of Recov-

ery Sunday is a time that 

the parish sets aside to 

acknowledge the grace of 

God by which so many al-

coholics, drug addicts and 

others with addictive dis-

eases have been trans-

formed and restored to 

health and well-being, and 

to praise God for their re-

covery. This is a time to 

learn about addictive ill-

nesses such as alcohol-

ism, alcohol abuse, drug 

addictions, eating disor-

ders, tobacco addiction, 

and other compulsive be-

haviors. It is a time to learn 

ways of responding to 

themñeffectively and pas-

torallyñin both families 

and congregations. 

 

Too often, a congregation 

will say, òOh, we donõt have 

those kinds of problems in 

our parish.ó Donõt you be-

lieve it! Some ten percentñ

probably much moreñof 

the adult population in our 

country are ill with addic-

tive illness. Their families, 

friends, co-workers and 

fellow worshipers are di-

rectly and adversely im-

pacted. Look in the 

pews and pulpits on any 

Sunday morning; one out 

of ten there are alcoholics. 

Now some of them have 

found a way out, likely 

through Alcoholics Anony-

mous or a similar Twelve-

step program, brought 

there, we believe by the 

very heart of God. 

Even as the Samaritan 

went aside to help the 

wounded traveler, God 

calls on us to help these 

trapped people, with 

knowledge, with informa-

tion, with support, and 

hope. When, by Godõs 

grace, they journey into a 

transformed life in recov-

ery, we can and should be 

there to offer encourage-

ment and rejoice with 

them on this special day. 

At St. Johnõs we desire to 

celebrate with persons 

who have experienced the 

healing power of God, and 

who seek now to live lives 

of service and love. It is 

through Jesusõ healing love 

that peopleõs lives are 

transformed. We take to 

heart the words from Scrip-

ture  ò...by His great mercy 

we have been born 

anewéó 

 

As we respond to Jesusõ 

call to love--our neighbors 

as ourselves, persons 

seeking to find their way to 

recovery, and those al-

ready practicing the Twelve 

Stepsñwe welcome all as 

Christõs beloved. 

Here is a partial list of 

items on their òwish list.ó 
 

Kongs and squeaky toys,  

Dry Science Diet food for 

cats, kittens, dogs and 

puppies 

Canned Science Diet kitten 

food 

Purina Rabbit Chow 

Clay cat litter 

Towels, blankets and 

sheets 

We have designated St. 

Frances Day as a day to 

help the Humane Society 

of Pinellas.  Times are 

tough for most non-profit 

organizations.  Organiza-

tions that take care of ani-

mals are no exception ð 

less supply, more demand. 

Bring an item needed and 

place it on the altar to be 

blessed and then taken to 

the Humane Society.  

KMR for kittens 

Baby animal bottles and 

nipples 

Soft treats for cats or dogs 

Latex exam gloves ð size 

medium and large 

Plastic spray bottles 

Paper towels 

Hand sanitizers 

Office supplies: stamps, 

scissors, tissues, copy pa-

per, manila file folders, 

scotch tape. 
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RECOVERY WEEKEND ,  NOV .  24-25 

CR E A T U R E CO M F O R T S W I S H L I S T 

November 

7   Spaghetti Dinner  

 sponsored by Choirs 

15  Consecration 

 Sunday: Luncheon 

 follows 10 a.m. 

 service 

26  Thanksgiving Day 

 service 11 a.m. 

 Dinner in Parish 

 Hall 12 noon 
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Down:  1. Jordan, 2. Bethany, 3 Cana, 4. Galilee, 5. Bethlehem 

Across: 5. Bethsaida, 6 Nazareth, 7. Jerusalem, 8 Jericho 

Answers: 


