
Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view 

the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such con-

gregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their rela-

tionship with God by supporting their churchõs mission and ministry with a percentage of 

their incomes. 

 

St. Johnõs has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to 

teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education 

emphasis this year.  

 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to 

give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to re-

ceive. Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we 

view people as followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of disciple-

ship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic 

giving in response to the question, òWhat percentage of my income is God calling me to 

give?ó  

 

During worship services on Consecration Sunday Weekend (November 14-15), we are ask-

ing worshippers to make their financial commitments to Christõs mission through St. Johnõs 

both locally and abroad. Everyone completes an Estimate of Giving Card voluntarily by at-

tending worship during Consecration Weekend, November 14-15. This year The Rev. Leo 

Crawford, recently retired rector of Good Samaritan Church, will be our guest 

leader/preacher.  

 

We urge everyone to attend ð even those who  may be strongly opposed to completing a 

card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he 

or she chooses not to fill out a card. We will do no home solicitation to ask people to com-

plete cards. During worship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and 

inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a confidential act of wor-

ship. 

 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration 

Sunday team and Vestry members.  Since we will make no follow-up visits asking people to 

complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to 

attend Consecration Sunday worship and the Celebration Luncheon immediately following 

10 a.m. worship on Sunday (a catered meal, not a potluck dinner).  

 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 

 

 

 

 

Bob Zimmerman,   

Vestry Finance 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY  IS COMING  
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From the sometimes as-

sisting priest... 

 

In another churchõs news-

letter, The Rev. David Pow-

ers writes after reading a 

book by Michael Durall, 

titled Creating Congrega-

tions of Generous People, 

noting the author cites a 

happiness scale as it con-

cerns money.   Quoting 

another author, he writes, 

òSome money is ôsad 

moneyõ, some money is 

ôhappy moneyõ.ó  Examples 

are:  ôsad moneyõ is paid as 

a duty or penalty, such as 

taxes, debt payments, 

fines.    ôHappy moneyõ is 

that used when you spend 

more than you should on a 

loved ones birthday pre-

sent.  Happy money is gen-

erous giving.    

 

To a certain extent, our 

giving of ôsad moneyõ or 

ôhappy moneyõ reflects our 

understanding of the na-

ture and purposes of God.  

If we feel God is keeping a 

scorecard of our behavior, 

or waiting to catch us in 

some sin, we may feel giv-

ing to the church (i.e. God) 

is like paying for disaster 

insurance, hoping our 

ôduesõ or ôpremiumsõ 

should give us some ad-

vantage over those who 

donõt.   Unfortunately for 

some, the image of a puni-

tive God looms larger than 

a loving generous one. 

 

On the other hand, the 

overall direction and char-

acterization of God re-

vealed in Scripture, and 

more importantly in Jesus, 

is of a generous God.   

Even in the beginning 

(Genesis) after creating, 

and everything was Good, 

God was happy and rested.   

Time and again justice and 

mercy prevailed, through 

the final act of revelation 

of Godõs Justice and Mercy 

in the life, death and resur-

rection of Jesus ð the 

Christ. 

 

In this generous act of God 

ð we are summoned ð we 

are called to be generous 

ð happy givers, and join in 

this continuing work of 

God ð until He comes 

again.  So for most of us ð 

this means our entire life 

time.  Yes, I am not one of 

those saying He will be 

coming next week ð or 

every before the end of the 

21st century, so for now 

every penny counts.  

 

In Christian Stewardship, 

Godõs simple call to the 

baptized is to give gener-

ously for the work of His 

kingdom.   In our particular 

case this work is done 

through you and through 

the ministry of St. Johnõs.   

By now you will have re-

ceived information con-

cerning giving towards 

2010 needs at St. Johnõs.   

And yes, like 2009, monies 

will be tight for all ð but 

still ð generosity needs to 

be part and partial to who 

we are as the people of 

God.   

 

The main point is:  when 

you get the information 

concerning the needs for 

St. Johnõs ð remember 

giving here is ôhappy 

moneyõ. 

 

Blessings,    

 Fr. Hugh+ 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  

Tuesday, November 17, 7 p.m.  

Unity Church of Clearwater,  

 

Thanksgiving Dayñ11 a.m.  

St. Johnõs 

Service of Holy Eucharist  
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D ONõT  WORRY.  BE  HA PPY!   

SOUND  FAMIL IA R ? 

November 2009 

Happy Birthday wishes in  

November to: 
 

5 Dylan Rill 

6 Ray Persson 

8 Harry Scally, Gene Collett 

9 Eleanor Witkowski 

10 Janice Joy 

13 Mabel Smith, William  

 Donberger 

14 Nancy Barnes 

16 Dottie Zimmerman, Jake 

 Saner 

19 Raymond Lever, Annette 

 Wyatt, Walter Noble 

20 Edward Colburn 

23 Josephine Marinucci 

24 Bill Bennett 

27 Samantha Perkins  

30 Debra Hladky 

 

Happy Wedding Anniversary 

wishes in November to: 
 

11 Rich and Mickey Super 

13 Clayton and Jessica Griffin 

15 Hank and Jane Burgos 

16 Ken and Judy Schierer  

26 Tyler and Danene Rice 

27 Tom and Jan Tracy,  

 Ed and Sue Pritz 

The next issue of  

the Evangelist will 

be a combined 

December/January 

issue. The 

deadline is 

Monday, Nov. 9. 



 

Every year on All Saintsõ 

Day, November 1, we hang 

long white linen banners 

with names embroidered 

on them on the walls on 

either side of the altar 

area. The names listed are 

the saints of St. Johnõs ð 

all the members who have 

died since the beginning of 

the parish. Every year in 

October the names of 

those who left us in the 

previous year are embroi-

dered on the end of the 

newest banner. 

  

Speaking of names, did 

you know that the names 

of all those whose ashes 

are interred in the Memo-

rial Garden are listed on 

plaques on the inner walls 

of the Bell Tower? Each 

plaque has a name and 

year of birth and death. 

You will notice spaces un-

der some names. Spaces 

are left for spouses who 

wish to have their ashes 

interred in the Garden 

upon their death. Take 

some time and look at the 

names on the banner, and 

then walk outside and look 

at the names on the Bell 

Tower.  These are indeed 

the saints of St. Johnõs 

òwho from their labors 

rest.ó 

 

WHAT IS ALL SAINTS' DAY? 

All Saints' Day is a festival 

on which the church re-

members and honors all 

the Christian faithful, both 

known and unknown.  This 

festival has its origins in 

the Roman Catholic church 

of the Middle Ages.  Re-

flecting on the lives and 

examples of the saints had 

been a widespread prac-

tice of Christians since the 

earliest days of the 

church.  By the early Mid-

dle Ages, the liturgical cal-

endar was filled with the 

commemorations of hun-

dreds of saints and mar-

tyrs.  Many of these lesser 

observances were com-

bined into a joint celebra-

tion called All Saints' Day. 

 

WHEN IS ALL SAINTS' DAY 

CELEBRATED? 

The traditional date for the 

observance of All Saints' 

Day is November 1.  How-

ever, many churches 

choose to celebrate it on 

the first Sunday in Novem-

ber. 

 

WHAT DOES THE WORD 

"SAINT" MEAN? 

The English word "saint" 

derives from the Latin 

sanctus, which means 

"holy."  

 

WHO ARE THE SAINTS? 

God declares everyone 

who has been baptized 

and believes the promise 

of the gospel to be justi-

fied, holy, and blameless.  

The communion of saints 

therefore includes both 

those still living on earth 

and those who have died 

in the faith and are now 

living in heaven. 

 

WHAT IS THE LITURGICAL 

COLOR FOR ALL SAINTS' 

DAY? 

The color for All Saints' Day 

is white.  As the Book of 

Revelation testifies, God's 

saints are those who have 

éwashed their robes and 

made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb.  

(Revelation 7:14). 

for December 12 at 4:30 

p.m., December 13 at 

10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Please invite all your family 

and friends to come out 

and be a part of this year's 

production. In addition, 

from time to time you will 

see various choir members 

walking around the cam-

pus with "Patron Forms". 

We understand not every-

On Saturday November 7, 

the choir will once again 

present an òAll you can 

eató homemade pasta din-

ner. The tickets are 

$10.00 for adults, $5.00 

for children under 16.  All 

the proceeds will help fund 

this yearõs musical "gift" to 

the community Handel's 

Messiah. The performance 

dates are scheduled 

one can sing or play a musi-

cal instrument. That is why 

we depend on your gener-

ous financial support. With 

each otherõs help, we can all 

make music unto the Lord. 

  

In Christ, 

John Wirth 

Music Director 

Page 3 

ALL  SAINTSõ DAYñN OVEMBER 1 

WH A T  D O  PA S T A A N D  H A N D E LõS M E S S I A H 
H AV E  I N  C O M M O N?  TH E  CH O I R  

Handelõs Messiah 

Dec. 12-13 

St. Johnõs Choir, along 

with soloists and 

orchestra, will once again 

perform Handelõs 

Messiah as a gift to the 

parish and the 

community,  

 

http://wegast.home.att.net/symbols/colors/colors.html#white


Almost every family is im-

pacted by addictionñeither 

through a family member, 

friend, co-worker, 

neighbor.  During my child-

hood, I remember my par-

ents not allowing us chil-

dren to be alone with a 

certain relative, whom we 

knew to have a disease.  

 

At St. Johnõs regularly 

scheduled weekend ser-

vices Nov. 21-22, we will 

include prayers, readings 

and witnesses focusing on 

Godõs healing power for:   

1. those suffering from 

addiction  

2. those struggling with 

recovery  

3. loved ones whose lives 

have been impacted by 

those with addictions 

4. those called by God to 

serve/care for those im-

pacted by addiction 

 

Dudley and Marsha Sav-

age will share their familyõs 

story of addiction and re-

covery. Part of that story 

includes the dawning 

awareness of personal 

addiction while dealing 

with a loved oneõs addic-

tion.  They will speak at the 

three services. There will 

be discussion time during 

fellowship time in the par-

ish hall following the 10 

a.m. service on Sunday 

morning.     

 

Beginning Wednesday, 

November 11, we will have 

a prayer box in the church. 

People can put names into 

the sealed box (names of 

people struggling with ad-

diction, in recovery or 

loved ones impacted by 

the addiction). At the end 

of the 10 a.m. service No-

vember 22, we will burn 

the names without looking 

at themñoffering them to 

God.  

 

Please come and bring 

friends and family with 

you. Each of us will hear 

something that will benefit 

our lives that weekend. 

The congregation will have 

an opportunity to pray for 

those who are impacted by 

addiction.  

who needs it. By buying a 

SHARE, you help someone 

else and give of yourself in 

the way that Christ taught 

us. Each year we ask for 

your donations to provide 

food for families in need. 

The price for a Thanksgiv-

ing Dinner this year is 

$27.50 or $18 for a regu-

lar SHARE. It includes tur-

key (usually 8 to 10 

pound), stuffing mix, pota-

toes, sweet potatoes, cran-

As you celebrate the holi-

day season this year, re-

member that the gift of 

food is the gift of life. 

SHARE food is a gift you 

will be proud to give on any 

occasion. When you pur-

chase SHARE, you support 

the efforts to bring whole-

some, quality food at af-

fordable prices to everyone 

in our community. SHARE 

is a gift given to someone 

you know or to someone 

berry sauce, bread and pie, 

plus additional items for 

your holiday meal. Dona-

tions can be made out to 

St. Johnõs Share and must 

be in my office no later 

than the November 5. The 

Christmas dinner is $25 

and must be ordered by 

December 3. 

 

Thelma Lipp 
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RECOVERY WEEKENDñN OV .  21-22 

S H A R E  T H E  SE A S O N 

Once the childrenõs gift 

cards are off  the Giving 

Tree, letõs fill it up with 

Christmas cards from 

and for parishioners.  

Instead of  sending out 

cards to fellow 

parishioners, bring one 

Christmas card and 

hang it on the tree to 

wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas. 

November 2009 

children. Please take an 

ornament or two, purchase 

one or two of the items, 

wrap them, place the orna-

ment or name on the pack-

ages. If you are purchasing 

a gift for a child that is not 

the one requested, please 

be sure that it is age ap-

The òGiving Treeó will be 

placed in the entryway to 

the church November 7. 

Once again it will benefit 

the children in the High 

Point Community. Orna-

ments will be placed on 

the tree with the names, 

ages, sizes, etc., for the 

propriate and that no sharp 

objects are included in gifts 

for young children. Bring 

the gifts to the Church the 

weekend of December 5-6. 

They will be distributed to 

the children at a party. Last 

year over 90 children re-

ceived gifts from this con-

gregation. 

T H E  G I V I N G  T R E E 



 

Recently I read in the St. 

Pete Times that it is fallñ

hot, sticky fall, yet fall in 

Florida.  I reflect on this 

subjectñfall, changing of 

the seasons, the harvest-

ing of crops, changing the 

wardrobe around. (Those 

of us who remember living 

in a four season home, 

with limited closet space 

can relate to this annual 

ritual.) 

 

So, here are my thoughts 

on my closet òturnoveró.  I 

may not have the variety or 

luxury of having four sea-

sons of clothes anymoreñ

and I am grateful to be 

living in South Florida and 

not have a need for multi-

ple layers of gloves, 

scarves, tights, etc.ñbut 

you get the idea.  Still, 

hanging in my closet are 

òseasonal wardrobeõ 

items, you know, those 

slacks with a slightly 

thicker fabric, the shirts 

with long sleeves, etc.   

 

Do we not just harvest our 

old emotions and feelings 

about this season, Thanks-

giving and upcoming 

Christmas holidays?  I won-

der about my own reac-

tions. Why do I hang on to 

thingsñstuff of my lifeñ

that do not reflect me to-

day?  Hanging in my closet 

are multiple pairs of 

jeansñyou know, they can 

shrink just by hanging in a 

closet in the Florida humid-

ity? Well, I wanted to put 

on a pair today, but like 

many of my òkeep for 

someday, when it fits 

again, I walked out of the 

closet in a fall pair of beige 

slacks, no jeans. They just 

did not fit, look, feel right.  

 

Like those worn denims, I 

wonder if I am the only 

person who holds onto 

things, especially emotions 

and hard feelings, hurts, 

emotional pain and loneli-

ness.  I AM NOT, this one 

fact I am sure of.  I work 

daily with people, who like 

me, hold onto things/

stuffñemotional stuff that 

does not fit or serve any 

purpose now. 

 

During this preparation for 

our harvest and upcoming 

end of year celebrations, 

with memories, feelings, 

expectations, hopes, 

dreams and possibly dis-

appointments, possibly it is 

time to òharvestó our emo-

tional crops, clean our 

emotion closets and pre-

pare for a spiritual renewal 

and uplifting.  We cannot 

keep putting things away 

when there is no room for 

expansion, only through 

personal harvesting of the 

un-wanted, un-needed, 

outgrown, overused or just 

plain sick and tiredñcan 

we ready our emotional 

and spiritual fields for 

growth and plenty.  Letõs 

all prepare, harvest and 

get ready. 

 

Dr. MaryAnn  

 

Individual and Group Coun-

seling 

 

Available at St. Johnõs  Call 

for appointment 744-

5477.   

Most insurance accepted! 

the arrogance of the 

wealthy and the oppres-

sion of the poor If the peo-

ple will but turn once again 

to God, Isaiah paints a 

picture of hope which has 

influenced most Jewish 

and Christian thought ever 

since. 

 

The Wednesday morning 

Bible Study group is look-

ing forward to discussing 

the Book of Isaiah.  

 

Isaiah of Jerusalem was 

one of the great literary 

prophets of the Old Testa-

ment. He preached the 

word of God to the South-

ern Kingdom of Judah de-

nouncing the moral decay, 

The welcome mat is out for 

all to join our study and dis-

cussion group. 
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GETTING  READY FOR FALLñ
H ARVESTING OUR CROPS 

WE D N E S DAY  M O R N I N G  B I B L E  ST U DY  R E A D S 
I S A I A H  

Turn your clocks back 

Oct. 31 before you go to 

bed. 



This is the schedule for Youth in Action (YIA)  and the Middle Schoolers 

 

11/1 Regular Meeting  

11/8   Sports Day and lunch with Church of the Ascension  

11/15 Regular Meeting  

11/22 Regular Meeting  

11/29 No YIA Thanksgiving Holiday  

12/6   Hanging of the Greens  

12/13 Christmas Bake Sale 

12/20 Christmas Party  

 

Youth in grades 5-8 will be starting on the Road to Bethlehem on Sunday, November 18. 

We will read about the journeys of Mary and Joseph, discuss how they must have felt and 

build a model of the journey leading to the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. Come. Be a part 

of the experience! 

 

YIA (youth 9th-12 grades) will be working on the walking sticks brought back from the Appa-

lachian Mountains of Kentucky. They will be sanding them down and painting them. This is 

an activity they were unable to do in KY due to work and limited time constraints, but this 

is better because now we can share it with the youth that didnõt go on the trip. The youth 

will be sharing their Mission Trip experience with the congregation at a coffee hour after 

the 10 a.m. service on All Saintsõ DayñNovember 1. 

 

 

 

 

YIA FUNDRAISER  

 
YIA are selling Chick-fil-A 2010 Calendars for $8.00. 

Each calendar has $25.00 worth of free Chick-fil-A 

coupons ð no purchase necessary and are good 

throughout the US. There is a coupon for each month. These coupons can be used at any-

time and do not expire. Calendars are on sale now until Sunday, November 15. The calen-

dars make great Christmas gifts and stocking stuffers. This year's calendar theme is Fairy 

Tales. 

 

 

Calendars are available for purchase after wor-

ship services and in the Church Office. 
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YOUTH  GROUPS 

November 2009 

Honor your loved ones 

with gifts that bring 

lasting change to our 

most vulnerable brothers 

and sisters throughout 

the world. 

www.er-d.org/giftsforlife 



Work has begun on the 

refurbishment of  the 

Memorial Garden. 

There will be new plants 

and new grass. The 

plants will be changed 

seasonally. 

 

Í    Need a wheel chair, walker, etc.?  Well, St. Johnõs has such needed equipment avail-

able for your use.  Contact Thelma Lipp at the church 535-6020 and inquire if we have 

the piece of equipment that you need. Besides that, several parishioners have stored 

equipment that they would most likely be willing to share.  For instance, we have a simple 

walker, a light weight wheel chair and a òtransporteró (a small, very light weight wheel 

chair that must be pushed by a second person but so easy to use, therefore a 

òtransporteró) So before you go and rent or buy a piece of equipment, contact Thelma 

Lipp or Barbara DiCairano 727-799-5266. 
 

Í Samõs Club fixes flat tires free of charge for members whether or not you purchased 

your tires there. 
 

Í    If you are a member of AAA, Outback Steakhouse will give you a free Bloominõ Onion 

with your dinner. Just show them your AAA card. 
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BLESSING OF THE  ANIMALS 

D O  YO U  K N OW ? 

Clockwise: Scruffy Sperandio sits on piano and sings; 

The Rev. Hugh Bell blesses Judi & John Flemingõs dog, 

Jake; Celia and Ronin Torres take care of Chloe during 

Communion; Levi brought his stuffed animal for a 

blessing; The Rev. Norm Howard blesses Steve 

Colburnõs dog Raven. 


