
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 

My friend The Rev. Deb Seles wrote on 

the subject of Resurrection, 

òCan a caterpillar, whoõs spent 

weeks munching on just the right 

leaves, avoiding capture as meal 

time for a hungry robin, weaving 

its cocoon slowly, instinctually 

begin to dream of life as a butter-

fly?  If it had the capacity for 

thought, would it argue with its 

fellow caterpillars:  Such a life 

cannot be!  The idea of us becom-

ing butterflies goes against every-

thing we wise caterpillars know!  

Itõs against natureñwe started our 

lives as clusters of eggs on a leaf, 

we grew, developed.  We are 

meant for lives ôon the limbõ.  We 

weave our cocoons and then die.  

No one can convince me that cat-

erpillars can become anything 

more.  Itõs preposterousñempty 

dreams for empty minds!   
 

And yet, it happens.  For millions 

of years, itõs happenedñ

seemingly against the laws of na-

ture, the transformation occurs.  

Mysteriously and in secret, it oc-

cursña caterpillar weaves a co-

coon and weeks later emerges a 

very different creature.   
 

So itõs no mistake that the butter-

fly is a symbol for the resurrec-

tion.  Talk about seeing with new 

eyes!  What new eyes the butterfly 

sees the world with!ó 

 

Recently our youth groups created a but-

terfly garden. I remember when the first 

milkweed plants were brought into the 

garden everyone was so excited to see 

five caterpillars munching on them. After 

a period of time, those caterpillars disap-

pearedñnot to dieñbut to be transformed 

and emerge as monarch butterflies.   

 

Yes, the butterfly is a reminder of Godõs awe-

some life-giving and transforming powerñ

throughout eternity. Jesusõ Resurrection gave 

witness for the human eye to see that God 

winsñLove winsñDeath and destruction are 

not the final answer to life on this earth.  

 

Prior to his crucifixion almost 200 years ago, 

Jesus had publically predicted his death and 

resurrection. Nevertheless, when his cruci-

fied occurred, the hopeful expectations of his 

followers seemed to evaporate. Death of 

their leader seemed to be the final answer. 

However, in the early morning hours on the 

first day of the week, the Risen Jesus ap-

peared to his small band of scared and dis-

heartened followers. Once their fear sub-

sided from what seemed to them a really 

bizarre set of events, we read Mary Magda-

leneõs words, òI have seen the Lord!ó That 

Easter moment changed livesñchanged his-

tory. 

 

How often do you and I face obstacles that 

seem overwhelming? Our struggles might not 

bring the same sense of hopelessness as the 

day of Jesusõ crucifixion for his followers. 

However, will we be able to remember the 

eternally transforming power of Godõs love as 

evidenced by Christõs death, resurrection and 

ascension? Will you and I trust in God to navi-

gate us through to the other side of our 

struggles? Like the caterpillar, we will be very 

different after Godõs love has released us 

from burdens we carry.  My prayer is that, 

together as the body of Christ, you and I pro-

claim from the depths of our souls, òAlleluia! 

Christ is Risen!ó 

 

Peace! Love! Joy! 

 

GLAD  T ID INGS  

The Mission of St. Johnõs 

Episcopal Church  

Å To LOVE, 

Å To SERVE, 

Å To GROW in CHRIST. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

FAST 2, 3 

Christian Formation 4 

Youth 5 

Photos 6, 7 

Confirmation, Retirees 8 

Family Peace Center 9 

FISH Camp 10 

Finances 11 

¢ƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƭŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ May 2011 



Easter is not just "Easter 

Day".  It is the festival sea-

son of fifty days which be-

gins Easter Day, the Sun-

day of the Resurrection, 

and ends at the Day of 

Pentecost (òPenteó means 

òfiftyó). The Easter season 

includes the events of 

Christ's resurrection and 

ascension and the coming 

of the Holy Spirit on the 

Day of Pentecost. 

 

"Alleluia! Christ is risen. He 

is risen indeed. Alleluia!" 

forms the greeting in every 

service during Eastertide.  

The Paschal Candle is lit at 

every service up to and 

including the Day of Pente-

cost. "Glory to God in the 

highest", which was not 

sung during Lent, returns 

to our worship services.  

 

In Johnõs Gospel, the risen 

Christ imparts the gift of 

the Spirit on the evening of 

Easter Day (John 20:19-

23) to his closest disciples. 

The Spirit is the gift of the 

risen Christ. And so in the 

Easter Season, we listen to 

the farewell discourses, 

with their promise of the 

coming Advocate, which 

we celebrate at Pentecost.  

 

The Easter seasonñthe 50 

days between Easter and 

the Day of Pentecostñis a 

celebration of what God 

did in and through the cru-

cified and risen Christ. It is 

also a season of waiting 

until God acts and sends 

the Holy Spirit upon the 

church. Typically instead of 

an Old (or Hebrew) Testa-

ment reading at the Eucha-

rist, passages from the 

Book of Acts are read. 

Acts, an extension of the 

Gospel according to Luke, 

traces the story of the 

Christian movement from 

Christõs resurrection to the 

time of Paul. Readings 

focus on themes for those 

who are already Christians 

to dwell upon. The follow-

ing reading from Easter 

Day, a summary of Christõs 

story and his message 

(Acts 10:34-43), provides 

opportunity to reflect on 

our life together in the 

community of Christ, par-

ticularly issues of testifying 

to our faith, praying, and 

choosing church leader-

ship:  

¶ Christ is not partial, 

the gospel is for everyone 

(Acts 10:34-35). 

¶ He is Lord of all, God-

anointed with the Holy 

Spirit and with power  
(Acts 10:38) 

¶ He went around doing 

good and healing all who 

were oppressed by the 

devil (Acts 10:38). 

¶ He was put to death 

on the tree; but raised 

from death on the third 

day (Acts 10:39-40). 

¶ His apostles preached 

and testified as witnesses 

to his resurrection  
Acts 10:41-42). 
¶   Anyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name 

(Acts 10:43). 

 

So let's consider celebrat-

ing Easter not as a single 

day but as fifty daysñ

between Easter and Pente-

cost. 

Catholic Church, Safety 

Harbor.  

 

As with any ministry, the 

investment of time, talent 

and treasure is crucial to 

the ongoing progress of 

òdoing justice.ó  St. Johnõs, 

as a congregation, invests 

financially in FAST. During 

the summer, individuals 

are invited to do so as well.  

Great turnout from St. 

Johnõs for FAST Nehemiah 

Action on Monday, April 11 

- fifty-one people! Included 

in this newsletter is a list 

of accomplishments and 

commitments from public 

officials. (See article on 

following page.) 

There will be a Celebration 

on Monday, June 20 at 

Espiritu Sancto Roman  

 

After prayerful considera-

tion, anyone wanting to 

make a financial investment 

is asked place the invest-

ment in the offering basket 

marked for FAST or  contact 

the church office for further 

explanation.  

 

( 
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50 DAYS OF EASTER 

FA S T  CE L E B R A T I O N ,  JU N E  20 ,  6 : 4 5  P.M . 

May 2011 

Happy Birthday wishes in  

May to: 

 

1 Kathy Gylfe 

2 Doris Huwer 

4 Taylor Charmatz 

8 Barbie Taylor 

11 William Hickman 

12 Larry Rosendale 

13 Judy Schierer 

14 Beverly Byxbee 

15 Robert Barnes, Tyler Rill 

16 Margaret Guyatt 

17 Jane Burgos,  

 Jesse Brooks-Parks 

20 Jensen Rice, Bill Babbitt 

21 Mary Anthony  

22 Glenn Smith 

23 Betsey Kraengel  

24 Judy Bennett, Kathi Caste 

25  Jody Weaver 

26 Julie Smith 

30 Pauline Burtner 

 

 

Happy Wedding Anniversary 
wishes in May to: 

 

5 Donald and Vicky Lomas 

6 Dave and Beth Burton  

9 Jack and Honey Deutsch 

18 Paul and Carol Chesler 

20 Terry and Jory Swatzell,  

 Al and Betty Lelekacs 

21 Jeff and Casie Colamarino 

27 Maurice and Barbara  

 DiCairano 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS AT NEHEMIAH ACTION 

Monday, April 11, 2011 
 

ACCESS TO DRUG COURTS/REHAB 

¶ Drug-courts, which direct addicts to local judge monitored drug-treatment rather than to prison, reduce recidivism 

among the participants by 80%. 

¶ 4,000 people could be diverted from prison for approximately $19 million, saving the state $95 million. However tar-

geted offenders are not able to make use of this program because the criteria are too restrictive.  

¶ On April 6 a bill loosening the criteria passed the senate 39 to 0! It will go to another committee and then to the house 

floor. 

 

INCREASED LITERACY IN OUR SCHOOLS 

¶ 14 of the 20 target schools serving high numbers of lower-income children have 60% and less of its 3rd-graders read-

ing on grade level. 

¶ On April 11, Deputy superintendent, on behalf of Dr. Jannsen, committed to develop a plan that will get at least 80% of 

the 3rd graders in the 20 target schools reading on or above grade level within two years. Someone from the district 

will accompany FAST leaders to visit a high-performing, lower-income school where at least 80% of the children read 

on or above grade level!  

 

REHAB IN OUR LOCAL JAILS 

¶ Last year Sheriff Coats eliminated a life-skills and rehab program called Smart Choices, a program that would reduce 

recidivism rate from 70% to 40%. 

¶ On April 11, Nehemiah Action, the Sheriff committed to convene a task force that will find funding to re-instate a pro-

gram like Smart Choices in the jail. By October 1, the Sheriff will submit a progress report to FAST. 

 

JOB TRAINING AND EXPANSIONS FOR SMALL BUSINESSES 

¶ On the night of our Nehemiah Action, St. Pete College unveiled a workforce-readiness certificate program, providing 

people with training in specific skills, to help job-seekers obtain entry-level positions in a variety of industries. 

¶ Half of the St. Pete city council agree to support the creation of a priority-hiring ordinance. Such an ordinance will re-

quire a percentage of new jobs created by local contracts to go to Pinellas County residents. 

 

POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE TO FORECLOSURE 

¶ In February there were 1,003 new foreclosure filings in Pinellas; 1 in 500 housing units were in foreclosure. There 

have been 47,252 foreclosure cases filed in Pinellas since 2007, including 10,946 last year. 

¶ At our 2011 Nehemiah Action, 3 of our seven county commissioners committed to explore ways that the Penny for 

Pinellas Funds can be used to created a community land trust in Pinellas to help families in foreclosure. FAST had dis-

covered Rocky Mountain Community Land Trust in Colorado, which uses the land trust model to help families on the 

verge of foreclosure. Unfortunately, only 2 of our seven county commissioners committed allocate $5 million per year 

for the next three years towards affordable housing. Follow up will occur. 
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Lenten Program Recap: 

There was a great turnout for this yearõs 

Lenten program on Wednesday evenings. 

The evening began in church with Lenten 

Meditations, led by Bonnie Rosedale, Kris 

Krondilis, and the Rev. Glad McCurtain. 

The meditations and quiet time helped 

center us before we went to break bread 

together. A big thank you goes to our 

soup and salad cooks. Thelma Lipp, 

Camella Kane, Bonnie Rosendale, Bar-

bara Bowdoin, Margarita Lopez, Mary 

Anders, and Pauline Burtner. The food 

was so tasty.  

   

The main theme of the Lenten Program 

was NT Wrightõs DVD, Jesus Resurrection 

Then and Now, which led to thought pro-

voking discussions, stretching our think-

ing and understanding of Jesusõ bodily 

resurrection and what it means to each of 

us today in light of the world we live in. 

Our facilitators, Mary Ellen Britts, Charles 

Gaudreau, Doris Martinez, and Bonnie 

Rosendale helped lead the small group 

discussions. Thank you for your first class 

leadership. 

 

Habitat for òChristianityó 

Building...planning for building...make 

room for building...this is what the partici-

pants in Habitat for Christianity did during 

our four weeks of meeting for learning. 

During our first week, we cleared our 

spiritual lots and burned our negative 

spiritual trash. At week two we learned 

about cornerstones and building solid 

foundations. We focused on the people 

who anchor us and are our cornerstones, 

along with God, the parent, Jesus, the 

child, and the Spirit of Holy Wisdom. Our 

third week found us collecting the tools 

we need to build good spiritual homes for 

the Holy Family to dwell in ð things like 

prayer, our Bibles, our Prayer Books, 

meditation, quiet time with God, etc. 

Then our last week we discussed how to 

ready our spiritual home for moving the 

Holy Family into it and maintaining it. We 

took a theological look at Holy Indwelling 

and created our own Resurrection 

Prayers. Through the silence and prepara-

tion of Lent we are ready for Easter and joy 

of a spiritual home with the God, Jesus, and 

Holy Spirit being loved and cared for as they 

love and care for us. My blessings and peace 

to those who attended and to our whole St. 

Johnõs family as we celebrate the most mi-

raculous miracle of all ð our Lord within us 

and shining through us! 

Bonnie Rosendale 

   

Wednesday Morning Bible Study continues 

to find òUppity Womenó in the Bible. It is 

amazing how many women have roles to 

play throughout the Bible. We have studied 

Deborah, a judge over Israel, Rebekah, wife 

of Isaac, Tamar, daughter-in-law to Judah, 

Rahab the harlot who sheltered Joshuaõs 

spies, and Eve who ate the forbidden fruit 

and is considered mother of all. Each of 

these women played different roles but all 

were important in the story of salvation his-

tory. We will continue to find ôUppity Womenó 

in the Bible until we break for summer at the 

end of May, taking off June and July. All are 

welcome to join our group. 

 

Summer Offerings 

Beginning Tuesday June 7 through July 12, 

we will be showing and discussing Diarmid 

MacCullochõs DVD series, A History of Chris-

tianity. Diarmid MacCulloch is an Oxford His-

tory Professor whose books about Cranmer 

and the Reformation have been proclaimed 

as Masterpieces. A History of Christianity will 

reveal the true origins of Christianity and 

delve into what it means to be a Christian.  

Class will begin at 6.30 pm and finish by 8 

pm. Please come and join the group. Bring a 

brown bag supper. 

 

Breakfast with Jesus takes place between 

services on Sunday mornings at 9 am. The 

group looks at the Gospel of the day and 

answers questions posed by the program.  

Come and share your answers and thoughts 

on these questions and many more as you 

participate in the lively and animated discus-

sions. Materials are available each week.  

 

(continued on next page) 
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ADULT  CHRISTIAN FORMATION  

A History of  

Christianity  

begins Tuesday, June 7, 

6:30 p.m. 

May 2011 
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Youth In Action certainly 

describes what the youth 

were doing in April.  We 

found ourselves flitting like 

the butterflies our garden 

attracts! 

 

We only met for one formal 

meeting once last month, 

however we were not with-

out activity. Each week 

was a different event with 

new experiences and op-

portunities to share Godõs 

love with each other. 

  

The Ropes Course at Day-

Spring with Holy Trinity's 

youth group proved to be a 

fun challenge. Our youth 

were tethered high in the 

air walking on a cable and 

a log suspended 20 feet in 

the air - some even did 

this blindfolded.  Climbing 

up a 40 foot tower 

through obstacles was a 

little slower going than the 

way down - zip lining off 

the 40' tower was fast and 

thrilling!  Check out our 

pictures of the youth 

reaching these chal-

lenges on St. John's Face-

book.  

 

The Brenda Stima Memo-

rial Butterfly Garden 

was dedicated at the Mass 

on the Grass service with 6 

butterflies and several 

caterpillars in atten-

dance.  While Rev Glad 

said a dedication for the 

congregation, the youth 

were at the garden with a 

special prayer from Father 

Hugh. It is still a work in 

progress.  We have plans 

to add signage and addi-

tional plants. Thank you to 

all who offered plants, 

money, advice and toiled 

in the dirt alongside the 

youth. 

 

We are getting ready to 

have the memorial 

plaques made up for the 

butterfly garden. If you 

donated money and want a 

sign made, please email or 

give the church office the 

name exactly how you 

want it to appear. 

 

In May YIA will end this 

school year with a bang.  

¶ We will help and par-

ticipate in the Family 

Fun Spring Fest on 

May 7.  

¶ We will have a Pan-

cake Breakfast at 

11:15am on May 15. 

Proceeds to benefit 

Youth Ministry so 

Come One, Come All, 

Come Hungry!    

¶ Also, the second an-

nual Youth Service 

will be held on May 

22nd! 

 

 Once again we want to 

thank all of you for your 

prayers and kind words 

and holding our youth up 

in your words and actions.  

 

Godõs Peace and Blessings 

Abound! 

Danene Rice and  

Margaret Richcreek 

which begins in September 

and runs through the fol-

lowing May.  

 

St. Johnõs will be hosting 

an EfM Mentor Training 

session on May 26 through 

28. There will be three 

participants from St Johns, 

one from Good Shepherd 

and four from out of town. 

If you have a spare bed-

Breakfast with Jesus will 

become Coffee with Jesus 

for the summer months. 

The group  will take a short 

break for the month of 

July.   

Contact: Doris Martinez  

 

EfM 

This is a good time to be 

thinking about joining EfM 

for next yearõs session, 

room and would be willing to 

host one of our out of town 

folks, for the evenings of 26 

and 27, please call office or 

Ann Scally at 727-781-

0231.Meals will be provided 

during seminar training at 

St. Johns. If anyone can help 

with meal preparation, 

please call office or Ann 

Scally. 
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YOUTH  IN  ACTION  

A D U LT  CH R I S T I A N  FO R M A T I O N   
( C O N TõD  F R O M  P  4 ) 
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Buy your ticket today! 



Page 6 May 2011 

The memories of our lives  

òMass on the Grassó 

 

Top: The choir, the 

preacher,  

communion 

Below:  Worshiping under 

the oak, Communion 

Butterflies welcome here! 

 

Youth in Action planted a butterfly 

garden in memory of Brenda Stima, 

mother of two of their members. From 

caterpillar to butterfly, the òdeath or 

resurrectionó story has been a joy to 

watch 
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51 people from St. Johnõs 

were part of the 3,000 who 

attended FAST Nehemiah 

Action meeting 

Top: The altar on Easter, 

Giada and Logan enjoy the 

egg hunt. 

Left: Lucas and Jay were 

surprised that Pooh and 

Tigger came to church on 

Easter. 

Youth (really) in Action 

at ropes course at Day-

Spring over Spring 

Break. 


