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¦Palm/Passion Sunday, March 27 ð 5:00 p.m., March 28 ð 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
The Blessing of the Palms 

The Dramatic Reading of the Passion  
 

¦Wednesday in Holy Week, March 31 
12:00 Noon  Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 
¦Maundy Thursday, April 1  

7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, The Ceremony of the Foot Washing,  
The Stripping of the Altar,  

The Watch ð Prayer Vigil begins 
 

¦Good Friday, April 2 
11:30 a.m. Stations of the Crossñoutdoors 

12 NoonñThe Good Friday Liturgy 
7:00 p.m.  Interactive Stations of the Crossñin Church 

Good Friday Liturgy 
 

¦Easter Even, April 3 ð 5:00 p.m. 
The Great Vigil of Easter 

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle, The Liturgy of the Word, 
The Easter Proclamation and the First Eucharist of Easter 

 
¦Easter Day, April 4 ð 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I with Hymns 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Choir and Bells 
11:30 a.m.  Easter Egg Hunt 

 

A more in-depth explanation of Holy Week, its traditions and services,  

can be found in a Holy Week supplement in this newsletter and on our website: 

http://www.stjohnsclearwater.org/newsletters/HolyWeek.PDF 



Bishop Smith will have a 

diocesan-wide Confirma-

tion on Saturday, April 10, 

11 a.m. at St. Peterõs Ca-

thedral in St. Petersburg. 

Bishop Smith visits each 

congregation every two 

years. During the visit he 

gets to know the congrega-

tion and Confirms those 

who desire to make an 

adult affirmation. In be-

tween those times, the 

people of St. Johnõs who 

have been preparing for 

Confirmation, along with 

others throughout the Dio-

cese, will go to the Cathe-

dral to be Confirmed.  

 

Preparation for Confirma-

tion this year has included 

participation in Alpha or 

the Wednesday night 

Lenten series Invitation to 

Journey. In addition there 

will be a Day of Discovery 

Sunday, March 21 at 

11:30 until approximately 

2:30. Lunch will be pro-

vided. At that time candi-

dates for Confirmation or 

Reception (if already Con-

firmed in a denomination 

that considers Confirma-

tion a Sacrament) will ex-

plore the Episcopal 

Church, a part of the Angli-

can Communion. People 

who are interested in Con-

firmation or Reception are 

asked to contact Marlene 

in the church office to re-

serve a spot at Day of Dis-

covery. It is always exciting 

when people take steps in 

faith, steps that include 

committing themselves 

more fully to Christ and his 

church. 
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T H E  D A I LY  D I S C I P L I N E S:  W H Y  W E D O  
W H AT  W E D O  

CONFIRMATION  - SATURDAY,   
APRIL 10 

located and disoriented by 

urban life. A day out walk-

ing in the hills begins to 

resurrect memories and 

instincts which have been 

lost to our consciousness.  

 

As urban westerners we 

live in a profoundly artifi-

cial environment. It is pos-

sible, even easy, to avoid 

the outside world for days 

at a time! Enter the garage 

by an inside door from the 

house, drive out using the 

automatic door opener, 

drive to the underground 

car park, and take the in-

ternal lift up to work. Leave 

before it is properly light, 

and return home after 

dark. We live in a world 

which we think we control. 

In truth, we are irradiated 

with uncontrolled advertis-

ing and other stimulation, 

rarely alone enough to be 

in silence, and uncomfort-

able if we are. We live in a 

noisy, crowded and driven 

world, which is the anath-

ema of all that our spiri-

tual ancestors learned is 

necessary for health. We 

have stepped out of reality 

into an artificial place.  

 

The spiritual disciplines 

are designed to bring us 

back into the real world 

from our artificial place. 

They create time, silence 

and space for us to re-

engage with the depths of 

life. They patrol the corri-

dors of the mind, as some-

one has said, re-minding 

us of what is really impor-

tant. Religion without prac-

tice becomes merely an 

idea, caught in the cur-

rents of the ideas round 

about, without the anchor 

of reality. 

 
Source: A Church (Re)wired 

http://churchrewired.org/

index.php?page=the-first-

chaser 

Everything we do is prac-

tice for the next time. 

When we cease to prac-

tice, we lose our fluency, 

and memory becomes im-

perfect. Some things are 

practiced by default- when 

did you last consciously 

practice eating? Other 

things require conscious 

effort. My handwriting is 

slow, laborious and has 

lost its fluency. I type with-

out thinking.  

 

When we took our young 

children back out to the 

desert where we had lived, 

they were profoundly un-

comfortable with the open 

spaces. We noticed our 

son was happier and less 

fractious whenever we 

went walking in the en-

closed space of mountain 

gorges. We become used 

to, and are affected by our 

environment. Years before, 

leaving the desert, my wife 

and I were depressed, dis-
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Happy Birthday wishes in 
March to: 
 
1 Ingrid Griffith 
2 Tyler Rice 
3 Jack Deutsch 
5 Mehr Khorzani 
6 Angie Sayward 
7 John Wirth, Edmund Pritz 
8 Sue Wagner, Betsi  
 Colamarino, Judy Schierer 
9 Shawn Manley, Marilyn Jones 
10 Nan Lanham 
11 David Dean 
12 Danene Rice 
15 Kristina Otto 
16 Amanda Shivitsky 
17 Kevin Barnett 
19 Peter Gylfe, Logan Weaver 
22 Margaret Ward  
24 Spencer Rice, Harry Whitman, 
 Gladys Peacock 
25  Christopher Every 
26 Thelma Lipp, Charles 
 VanLandeghem 
27 Norman Moffitt, Frances Lee 
28 Helen DellaPenna, Gina Putt, 
 Amanda Smith 
30 Craig Joy, Mary Greenough 
31 Sharon Coe-Babbitt 
 
Happy Wedding Anniversary 
wishes in March to: 
 
2 Kevin and Caroline Barnett 
6 David and Bonnie Lovell 
17 Dan and Deborah Sykes 
19 Robert and Stacy Fuchs 



 

It's about the journey--

mine and yours--and the 

lives we can touch, the 

legacy we can leave, and 

the world we can change 

for the better.ó    

            Tony Dungy 

 

Super Bowlðwinning coach 

and #1 New York Times 

best-selling author Tony 

Dungy has had an unusual 

opportunity to reflect on 

what it takes to achieve 

significance. He is looked 

to by many as the epitome 

of the success and signifi-

cance that is highly valued 

in our culture. He also 

works every day with young 

men who are trying to 

achieve significance 

through football and all 

that goes with a profes-

sional athletic careerñ

such as money, power, 

and celebrity. Coach Dungy 

has had all that, but he 

passionately believes that 

there is a different path to 

significance, a path char-

acterized by attitudes, am-

bitions, and allegiances 

that are all too rare but 

uncommonly rewarding. 

Uncommon reveals les-

sons on achieving signifi-

cance that the coach has 

learned from his remark-

able parents, his athletic 

and coaching career, his 

mentors, and his journey 

with God. 

 

Join us in the Parish Hall, 

Sunday evenings in March 

and April (excluding 

Easter) beginning March 7 

at 6:30 p.m. for a unique 

Bible Study with Tony 

Dungyõs book Uncommon.  

Bring a Bible, pen and pa-

per and a friend. Books 

(suggestedñnot required) 

can be ordered from Ama-

zon or purchased at most 

bookstores. A workbook is 

available at Christian book-

stores. 
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L IV ING  THE  UNCOMMON L IFE  

Daylight Savings Time 

begins, 2 a.m.  

March 14 

Shrimp Boil is once again a big success 

Above:  òYoungó Jim McCurtain 

helps his dad in the kitchen 
 

The plate of food (upper right) 

looks good enough to  make the 

cover of a food magazine! 
 

Right: The Rector greets people 

individually while Jim welcomes 

everyone. 
 

Photos taken by Ed Caum. 



Parish Workday 

Saturday, March 6 

8 a.m.ñnoon 

Lunch provided 

Bring rakes, clippers 

and gloves and help us 

get our grounds ready for 

Spring. 

Today we are about the 

vision of recovery, the path 

to repay ourselves. Today 

we look to keeping the 

2010 balanced budget by 

doing our part in our com-

mitment. With 2010 stand-

ing on its own, we recon-

sider the additional finan-

cial support we can give in 

2010 to begin to pay back 

the $26,000.00 we owe 

ourselves and not the 

bank. 

 

One resourceful soul could 

say here is $26,000.00 or 

one hundred and fifty 

helper units could say here 

is $173.33 over the next 

two years to repay our-

selves. I am not sure what 

the financial solution will 

look like, but I know we are 

headed in the right direc-

tion to openly speak about 

what we need. All who 

have graced St. Johnõs 

have, and continue to en-

joy, the fruits of our mis-

sion. 

 

My name is Charles 

Gaudreau. I worship with 

you and serve you on the 

Vestry, and I want to ac-

tively invite you to contem-

plate how you can finan-

cially reach into your per-

sonal budget and contrib-

ute to this focused recov-

ery. The hope is that the 

vision can be repaid as 

soon as possible but defi-

nitely as we celebrate 

2012. 

 

Pennies helped St. Johnõs 

reach out and support the 

Dominican Republic build 

structures. Loose change 

and hard dollars were col-

lected when St. Johnõs had 

to rebuild the sewer lines. 

Anonymous and known 

givers retired the debt on 

the two story education/

ministry building. Dedi-

cated remembrance 

placed the cross on the 

west side of the two story 

building. When we needed 

a refrigerator, or an ice 

machine, or even an AC 

unit, the family of St. 

Johnõs committed so that 

we would succeed.  

 

Real dollars and prayerful 

consideration will let St. 

Johnõs repay ourselves. 

You ask how, in 2010, can 

I help?  I believe it is about 

choosing to participate. All 

are asked to help from 

their means, some are 

further ahead in the per-

sonal recovery from the 

past two years. We do not 

expect that tomorrow it will 

rain money, or that money 

will grow on our oak trees. 

In reality, knowing the 

need is most important 

and individually searching 

how you can help follows. 

 

Help by keeping the 2010 

budget balanced; help by 

looking down the road and 

planning. Are there a few 

things I can do differently 

and share with St. Johnõs 

those finances? The news 

had reported that a church 

in California had experi-

enced a $40,000.00 short-

fall, and the response, 

when the need was known, 

was more than a million 

dollars. This is not Califor-

nia, and we are realistic. I 

ask today that you try. I 

ask today that you prayer-

fully put this on a priority to 

do list.  

 

Respectfully allow me to 

keep this need in front of 

you as we travel together 

towards 2012. Yes, St. 

Johnõs has other needs as 

well. Some day we will 

have to redo the restrooms 

attached to the church. 

Some day the lighting in 

the church will need to be 

replaced. The ministries at 

St. Johnõs need your time, 

talent and treasures. But 

let us not lose focus, I am 

asking for your help to re-

pay and retire the debt we 

owe ourselves in the 

amount of $26,000.00. 

 

I believe if the need can be 

named, then the need can 

be answered. I am focused 

on the vision. I am not ig-

noring the scarcity. I am 

here respecting you - right 

where you are. Together 

this will get behind us be-

cause we want it to. Here 

we are Lord; help us to do 

your will. 

 

Charles Gaudreau 
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N OT  THE  SCARITYñBUT THE  
VISION  

March 2010 

Mass on the Grass 
April 18, 10 a.m. 

 

Our semi-annual outdoor worship service and parish picnic. 



 

A Sacrament is an outward 

and visible sign of an in-

ward and spiritual 

grace.  Our rich liturgy in 

the Episcopal church is 

centered around the sacra-

ments.  The middle school 

youth have been learning 

these sacraments one by 

one. Visually with the Fa-

ther Matthew Presents 

series and by going into 

the church to touch and 

feel. We used play dough 

to model the symbols of 

the sacraments and read 

through The Book of Com-

mon Prayer to discuss why 

we  do what we do in 

church. The first Sacra-

ments we have studied are 

Baptism and Holy Eucha-

rist. 

 

Baptism: We learned 

through the water, 

anointing oil, and by the 

Holy Spirit we are 

brought into the family of 

God and marked as 

Christõs own forever.  We 

have learned that we 

can live that Baptism 

through fellowship and 

service to others not only 

at church but in our envi-

ronment, at school and 

at home. 

 

Holy Eucharist: We are 

learning the meaning of 

the Eucharist and out-

ward signs of wine and 

bread that become the 

body and blood of Christ 

for each of us, washing 

away sadness, alone-

ness and separation that 

we may feel during the 

week.  During the next 

month we will make the 

communion bread to be 

used at the First Sunday 

in March, set up our own 

last supper, dressing a 

table with all of our best, 

and talk about being in 

service as Christ was to 

us and to the disciples at 

the Last Supper in the 

washing of feet.  We will 

also take this time dur-

ing Lent to talk about the 

manna that came from 

heaven during the Exo-

dus.  

It has been a lot of fun to 

work through the sacra-

ments, and we look for-

ward to going through all 

seven! 

 

We are also looking at the 

possibility of sending the 

youth to New Begin-

nings.  New Beginnings for 

middle schoolers is the 

first in a series of revival 

weekends in the Episcopal 

Church.   For high school, it 

is Happening, for college 

age  Vocare, and for adults 

Cursillo. All of these week-

ends are focused on a re-

lationship with Christ and 

living into our baptismal 

covenant. 

 

Thank you again for all of 

your support.  You are truly 

the outward and visible 

sign to the youth that 

Christ is alive in our church 

through an inward and 

spiritual grace! 

 

In His Love 

Margaret M Richcreek 

Contribute $1 to Youth Ministry and have the opportunity to win gift card(s) to go out to 

dinner at these restaurants: 

 

$50 to Carrabbaõs, Applebees, Longhorn Steak House, and Olive Garden  

$25 to Chiliõs plus 4 free kidõs meals 

 

The drawing will be held at the Youthõs Lenten Skit and Appetizer event, Saturday, March 

27, 6 p.m.  $1/ ticket; $5/6 tickets. You do NOT have to be present to win.  All funds bene-

fit youth mission work. 
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M IDDLE  SCHOOLERS BEGIN  STUDY 
OF THE  SACRAMENTS 

SU P P O R T Y O U T H  M I N I S T RY A N D  W I N  G I F T  
C A R D S 

Easter Music 

A small instrumental 

ensemble of  strings,  

woodwinds and brass 

will play for the Easter 

Vigil and 10 a.m. 

Easter service. St. Johnõs 

Choir will sing and the 

Bell Choir will ring, so 

bring your friends and 

family to worship with 

us! 

Thank you to the ònail and glue gunó brigade who made all the nail pins for us to 

wear during Lent. They are: Janice and John Piatak, Ruth Cooper, Karen Barry, Ed and Suz-

anne Roe and Mary Ellen Britts.   



Last month we talked 

about St. John's commit-

ment to show our support 

for Godõs vision of justice, 

by accompanying our 

priest, Glad, April 19, 2010 

to the next annual FAST 

spring Nehemiah Action 

gathering. We all show our 

UNITY of purpose to our 

elected officials in our 

plight to secure JUSTICE 

and DIGNITY for our less 

affluent neighbors. St. 

John's has committed to 

bring a total of 50 con-

cerned parishioners to this 

meeting, and I, Kenzie 

Jones, as chairman of the 

committee to procure 

this HUGH turnout, want to 

meet that goal to show 

that St. Johnõs stands up 

for justice! 

 

At our last meeting in Janu-

ary, we went with only 5, 

including Glad.  We cer-

tainly were dwarfed by 

some of our sister Episco-

pal churches who went to 

that meeting with 30 and 

35.  Itõs a matter of being 

faithful to God.  Given the 

unity of over 40 churches 

in the area, presenting 

ONE VOICE, I feel positive 

that our parishioners will 

want to be represented. 

             

FAST has, in the past, man-

aged to have our leaders 

provide some overdue 

positive corrections to fair-

ness our area, including a 

positive effort to create 

more affordable housing.  

We now have advanced 

past the 1000 mark in that 

effort, still short of the 

3000 affordable, rental 

units required.  Through a 

hot spots program, our 

local law enforcement has 

cleaned up over 60 hot 

spots of crime and drugs in 

the County, Clearwater and 

St. Petersburg.  And the 

effort continues.  The Pi-

nellas County School 

Board has implemented a 

school-wide disciplinary 

system in 37 schools to 

decrease suspensions, 

and increase learning, ex-

panding to an additional 8 

schools this year. 

             

This time around, FAST has 

added jobs to the list of 

improvements to our com-

munity at large, and to this 

end, we require your 

help!  Won't you plan, and 

pledge to do your part to 

see that our efforts are 

successful, by placing the 

evening of April 19 on your 

calendar. We are not after 

your money, nor are we 

asking you to devote more 

additional time to your very 

busy schedule, other than 

to come with us for this big 

effort, April 19.  You will 

feel good having done 

what you can, and our less 

than affluent neighbors 

will thank you, indeed. 

             

Stay tuned. St. Johnõs and 

FAST need you, and I do, 

too! 

 

 Kenzie Jones   

Food Bank and sent to 700 

Druid Road, Clearwater, 

Florida, or they can be 

placed in the collection 

plate at St. Johnõs on any 

Sunday, and they will be 

delivered to the Food 

Bank.  Every day, there are 

new people coming in who 

need assistance.  Please 

do what you can! 

 

2009 was a difficult year 

for thousands of families 

throughout our community. 

RCS was challenged to 

The RCS Food Bank is in 

desperate need of food to 

re-stock their shelves. Any 

donation is welcome, 

whether large or small. 

Food can be delivered to 

the Food Bank at 700 

Druid Road, Clearwater, 

Florida, or placed in the 

box outside the sanctuary 

at any time.  This food is 

picked up once a week. 

Cash donations are also 

welcome to be used in pur-

chasing food ð checks can 

be made payable to RCS 

assist unprecedented num-

bers of people with their 

basic human needs. Your 

support makes this work 

possible and helped ensure 

a helping hand was avail-

able during their time of 

need. With your help, RCS 

provides more than food, 

shelter, safety and clothing 

ð it provides help and hope 

to people in need through-

out Pinellas County. 

 

Thank you, 

Flo Bell 
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WE  WORK TOGETHERñWE WIN  

T H E  FO O D  BA N K  N E E D S YO U R H E L P  

Order Easter 

Flowers to adorn 

the Altar 

Flowers may be given in 

memory of  a loved one 

or in thanksgiving for 

blessings. Order forms 

will be in the bulletin in 

mid-March.  Turn in 

completed form or 

contact the Church 

Office by March 28. 

March 2010 



 

The ECW is reorganizing 

itself here at St Johnõs.  In 

February we met to elect a 

board and to establish 

committee chairpersons. 

 

In the last few years, the 

once very active ECW has 

dwindled, and the only 

activity left is the Thrift 

Shop.  The Thrift Shop is a 

wonderful fundraiser, not 

only for St. Johns, but the 

proceeds also go to com-

munity outreach and many 

other areas of need.  We 

would like to get our group 

to now not only be a work-

ing group, but to have 

some educational opportu-

nities and social activities.   

 

We would like to invite 

every woman of St. Johnõs 

to join us in building a new, 

exciting and active ECW.  

Our next meeting will be on 

March 28 at 11:40.  It is a 

Sunday morning, and, for 

the time being, we hope to 

hold our meetings on the 

4th Sunday of the month 

after coffee hour.  We will 

probably meet September 

through May.   

 

If you have any questions 

you can contact one of our 

officers, and they are: 

Pres. - Vicky Lomas 

V. Pres. - Camilla Kane 

Sec.  -  Norma McClellan 

Treas.  -  Nancy Smith 
 

Please refer to your direc-

tory or contact the church 

office for phone numbers. 

 

We would also like to 

thank the outgoing board 

of the ECW for all the hard 

work they have done over 

the years and all the contri-

butions they have made to 

St Johnõs and the commu-

nity. 

 

Norma McClellan 

nonite religion was also 

represented.  Each of the 

named groups presented 

prayer for healing for the 

people in Haiti.  This was 

interspersed with live and 

glorious music. 

 

It was a wonderful evening.  

I encourage others to at-

tend various events and 

projects of the Interfaith 

initiative. 

 

Barbara DiCairano 

Recently an Interfaith 

Prayer and Musical Service 

for Haiti, sponsored by a 

Pinellas County Interfaith 

initiative, was held at the 

Congregation Beth Sha-

lom.  This group is cur-

rently made of Unity 

Church of Clearwater, Uni-

tarian Universalists of 

Clearwater, Temple Bõnai  

Israel, Congregation Beth 

Shalom,  and St. Johnõs 

Episcopal Church. 

 

On this evening the Men-
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T H A N K  Y O U  

ECW REORGANIZES 

I N T E R FA I T H  P R AY E R S E RV I C E F O R H A I T I  

beyond belief.  Many of 

you have prepared meals 

for us during this period 

and all I can say is that I 

have never eaten this well 

in my lifeéand to think we 

have to indulge during 

Lent (oh well).   

Our St. Johnõs family has 

been such a blessing dur-

ing this time and I will be 

forever thankful.  

 

 Jim McCurtain 

A great big thanks to all at 

St. Johnõs who have 

reached out to Glad and 

me as I recover from hip 

replacement surgery.  I 

truly appreciate all the 

notes and messages of 

encouragementéreally 

 

The Staff of 

St. Johnôs Episcopal 

Church 
 

The Rev Glad R. McCurtain 
 Rector 
The Rev. Hugh Bell,  
 Assisting Priest 
John Wirth , Music Director 
Marlene Eichelberger,   
 Parish Administrator 
Thelma Lipp, Sexton 
Danene Rice, Youth  Leader 
Margaret Richcreek,  
 Youth Leader 
Mary Anders, Childrenõs Ministry 
 

The Vestry 
 
Jan Davis, Senior Warden 
Glenn Smith, Junior Warden 
Mary Anders, Finance 
Mary Ellen Britts,  
 Christian Formation 
Sallie Devine, Membership 
Barbara DiCairano, Reach Out 
Charles Gaudreau, Pastoral Care 
John Stima, Youth Rep. 
Amanda Smith, Treasurer 
 

Service Schedule 
Sunday 
 8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 9 a.m.  Christian Formation  
  Children and adult 
 11:15 a.m.  Teen Spirituality 
  and Youth Group  
Wednesday 
 12 p.m. Holy Eucharist and  
     Healing 
Saturday 
 5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.ñ5 p.m. 
Friday  8:30 a.m.ñ2 p.m. 
  

The Evangelist  
of  

St. Johnõs Episcopal Church  
is published ten times yearly. 

 
Issue Deadline: The tenth day or 

the second Monday of each 
monthñwhichever comes  

 
We reserve the right to edit 
articles submitted for content 
and length. 

 
Marlene Eichelberger, Editor 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Weõre on the Web! 
www.stjohnsclearwater.org 

E-mail us: 
 

churchoffice@ 

stjohnsclearwater.org 
 

The Rev. Glad McCurtain 

gmccurtain@ 

stjohnsclearwater.org 
 

Marlene Eichelberger 

meichelberger@ 

stjohnsclearwater.org 
 

John Wirth 

ddredar@aol.com 
 

Thelma Lipp 

lipp.t29@gmail.com 

 

 

 

For Kids:     St. Patrickõs Day maze 


