
How often we hear the question, ―Do you 

go to church?‖ The question implies that 

the church is a building or a group of struc-

tures. However, Baptism makes us the 

church. Therefore, let us reframe the ques-

tion, ―Are you part of a church commu-

nity?‖ Knowing ourselves to be the church 

is more important than ever these days for 

several reasons:  

1. Everyone has a need to belong. Since 

our core identity is rooted in Christ, we 

are his body, his beloved, his commu-

nity, in whom his Spirit dwells. We be-

long to him. Every morning when we 

awaken, we can know who we are—

rather ―whose‖ we are.  Church build-

ings don‘t give us our identity. Every-

day youth join gangs. Why? They have 

a need to belong to something.  In 

these chaotic times, belonging to a 

church community can serve as an 

anchor with God‘s Spirit as our com-

pass. 

2. Not unlike in the first century, the 

church is irrelevant to many if not most 

people. As the church, we have oppor-

tunity to share the most relevant news 

of all—God‘s love that shows no partial-

ity. (Remember: people have a basic 

need to belong.) So many people have-

n‘t heard the Good News of God‘s 

transforming love. 

 

Although a large percentage of young 

adults are not part of a faith community, 

they are on a spiritual quest—seeking the 

meaning to life and often don‘t find fulfill-

ment in ―organized religion.‖  Why not? The 

reasons probably are many. One is the type 

of messages that followers of Jesus broad-

cast by words and actions. Someone told 

me that it takes 14 positive messages to 

offset one negative one. Another is that 

―organized religion‖ can get a black eye 

from a rumor mill or misrepresented pub-

licity about an isolated person/event.  

Our St. John‘s congregation is blessed 

with people —God‘s beloved—of varied 

ages, backgrounds, and experiences. All 

ages in our May 22, 10 a.m. Youth Sun-

day worship were energized and filled with 

joy. During this Easter season, we read 

from the Book of Acts in which people‘s 

lives were changed by the visible energy 

of the Holy Spirit. God calls St. John‘s, in 

much the same way as the early Chris-

tians, to embody the Good News of God‘s 

love manifested in our lives by the em-

powering Holy Spirit. May everything we 

do be infected by God‘s Spirit in ways that 

ignite hearts and minds.  

 

There are so many people around us who 

are wounded, hurting, just crying out for 

someone to notice and care—searching, 

but sometimes not even knowing the 

questions to ask.  While we may not be 

able to answer many questions, we wel-

come people into community with God‘s 

invitation to experience love personally. 

There is a powerful joy at St. John‘s just 

waiting to be unleashed on the world! How 

do we make that joy known to the greater 

community around us?  One of the things 

that comes up in our conversations again 

and again is how welcome people felt 

when they first came here, how accepted 

they felt.  How do we spread the word that 

St. John‘s is a joy-filled place to meet God 

and feel loved? 

 

This summer let us pray as a community 

for God to work through us in touching 

and changing lives—in transforming the 

world around us. Contact me, the Vestry, 

or the staff, or talk with one another— 

bring God inspired ideas into our  
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In my prior life (before 

Clergy Spouse), I had the 

opportunity to head 3 or 4 

Every Member Canvass 

Campaigns.  When asked, 

my initial reaction to do 

this was, ―You gotta be 

kidding‖.  We were solid 

givers of record, but proba-

bly not ―tithing‖.  During 

the process, with a little 

nudge from God, I came to 

understand the sacrificial 

and sacramental theology 

of giving.  Is it asking much 

of us to give to a God who 

has given everything to 

me?  Some years later, I 

was asked a question by a 

Committee within our Dio-

cese, which was consider-

ing Glad‘s acceptance as a 

Postulate for the Deacon-

ate. They asked if we 

tithed; to which I affirmed 

we did financially, but 

probably fell short in time 

and talent.  The reason for 

this short introduction is to 

simply provide background 

before I was a Clergy 

Spouse.  Obviously, none 

of this was done in a vac-

uum and my ―spouse‖ 

―assisted‖ in my evolution.  

I will say, to this day, I 

don‘t enjoy asking people 

to give, and one of the 

great advantages of being 

a Clergy Spouse is that I 

can‘t head up any of these 

type things. 

The purpose of this mes-

sage is really to ask each 

member of our Congrega-

tion to do what we were 

asked to do many years 

ago when I ―volunteered‖ 

to Chair the EMC Cam-

paign.  At the time we used 

the Alabama Plan in which 

everyone was asked to 

consider the percent of 

their income they were 

providing our Church and 

consider raising the 

amount.  The question I 

was asked most often is, 

―Should the percent be 

based on ‗take home pay‘ 

or ‗gross pay‘? ―  Though 

my priest at the time re-

sponded it was ―gross 

pay‖, I have really come to 

believe that ―the answer 

my friend is blowing in the 

wind‖...it is a conversation 

with God and your family.  

The point is to do the 

math. 

 

During my past life, I also 

came to understand, a 

primary reason people did 

not want to provide a com-

mitment (often called a 

pledge), is they were afraid 

circumstances might 

change.  Though I have 

been away from Cam-

paigns for over 15 years, I 

feel this is likely to be true 

today.  The point is, a com-

mitment card does help 

you and our Church stay 

on course, but more impor-

tantly, it is not etched in 

stone. If things do change, 

don‘t be hesitant to let 

your priest know.  It is not 

a problem.  If you do not 

presently have a commit-

ment card on file, please 

complete one today...and 

don‘t hesitate to modify it 

in the future. 

 

Lastly, I would be remiss if 

I failed to mention our two 

endowment funds at St. 

Johns.  We have had one 

for many years which sup-

ports our infrastructure. 

This past year we added 

one to support minis-

tries...which recently re-

ceived its first grant. 

Please consider either of 

these two funds (or the 

general operating funds) 

when you update or make 

a will (unfortunately 55% 

of those who die do not 

have wills).  IF you do in-

clude a Legacy gift of over 

$500 please let our Priest 

know so we can place a 

brick in the front patio in 

your honor.  

  

Jim McCurtain 

remember we need one 

another to carry on Christ‘s 

work in the world. When 

someone is missing from 

the gathered community, 

that person‘s absence is 

felt.  

deliberations together in 

discerning how Jesus  calls 

us to follow him. We are 

the church. How will you 

and I spread the Good 

News of God‘s love wher-

ever we are? And please 

Love, Peace, Joy! 
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Happy Birthday wishes in June 
to: 
 

2 Eleanor Trout, Jim DeLanoy 

3 Gabe Runza 

5 Doris Martinez, Cathy Freije 

7 Stanley Noseworthy,  

 Ray Smith 

9  Richard Devine 

12 Steven Fryer 

14 Janet Messecar 

16 Caroline Barnett 

19 Toney Lowe Sr.,  

 Tiffany Burgos 

21 Diane McAllister 

23 Chucky Lomas 

24 Esther Johnson 

25 Honey Deutsch 

26 Bill Nye, Joi Dumont 

27 Lois Dietrich 

28 Hortense McGregor 

29 Pat Smith 

 

Happy Wedding Anniversary 
wishes in June to: 
 

2 Tom and June Edwards,  

 Gabe and Lorraine Runza 

9 Ken and Mary Anthony 

10 William and Frances  

 Donberger 

14 John and Elizabeth Vogt 

17 Bob and Norma McClellan, 
 Darrell and Lisa Webb 

19 Dan and Doris Martinez,  

 Jim and Adrin Bryant 

23 George and Jessie Doxtater 

26 Harry and Janice Whitman 

30 Nathan and Annette Wyatt
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St. Johns Episcopal Church in Clearwater 

will be hosting "Dave Ramsey's Financial 

Peace University" beginning Wednesdays, 

August 17 - November 9, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 

p.m., in the Parish Hall. 

 

A thirteen week personal financial course 

designed to teach participants how to: 

¶ Get Control of Your Money 

¶ Stop Struggling to Make Ends Meet 

¶ Tell Your Money What To Do 
¶ Change Your Family's Future. 

 
A recent graduate of the course said, 

"Before I attended Financial Peace Univer-

sity, I was over my head in debt.  Now I am 

debt free!" Another couple said, "We 

started off with about $125,000 in debt 

between credit cards, car loans and stu-

dent loans.  Right now we have paid eve-

rything off except for our house!" 

 

If you would like to join those who have 

taken control of their finances, please 

consider "The Dave Ramsey Financial 

Peace University". Each session is taught 

by Dave Ramsey on DVD followed by 

small group discussions. 

 

Please attend the 45 minute preview with 

DVD and Q/A which will be offered at one 

of the following times in the parish hall: 

Sat., July 9, 5:45 pm  

Wed., July 20, 6:30 pm  

Sun., July 31, 11:30 am 

 

Contact the Church Office to register. 

about salvation and judg-

ment has Evangelicals in a 

fury and a young genera-

tion rethinking Jesus. Ac-

cording to Bell, scripture 

has contradicting pas-

sages. In Matthew Jesus 

says, ―Depart from me, you 

cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and 

his angels.‖ (Matt. 25:41). 

On the other hand, scrip-

ture suggests that the 

gates of hell shall not pre-

vail. Bell says that one of 

the images Jesus uses is a 

feast, a celebration. While 

everyone is welcome, 

some choose not to come. 

Another question is 

whether a person has a 

last chance to choose 

God‘s love. Part of the de-

bate is the lens through 

which the texts in the Bible 

have been viewed.  Tradi-

tion and theological dogma 

impact the lens. For exam-

ple, some people today 

The nature of God is love—

the topic of discussion;  

Thursday nights, June 16 

and 23, 6:30 in Parish 

Hall. Brown bag supper.  

 

In his latest book, Love 

Wins, Rob Bell dares to 

ask tough questions such 

as whether God, who is 

defined as love, would con-

demn a person to hell for-

ever—causing discussion 

about our understanding 

of heaven and hell. He 

writes that in the Bible the 

word hell is Gehenna, the 

town garbage pile. Ques-

tions also arise regarding 

the basis of salvation. Bell 

said that renewal and rec-

onciliation of all things 

written in Scripture indi-

cates that God wants eve-

rybody to be saved.  Ac-

cording to journalist and 

Episcopalian Jon 

Meacham, his argument 

view heaven as synony-

mous with God. This view 

could come as a result of 

rejecting tradition and 

dogma or of never being 

exposed to it.  

 

Please mark your calendar 

and bring your Bible (we 

have some available). 

Reading the book Love 

Wins can be helpful al-

though not necessary.  

 

http://

lovewinsdiscus-

sion.blogspot.com con-

tains references and ques-

tions about Love Wins 
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Happy Birthday wishes in July 
to: 
 

1 Justin Manley,  

 Eugene Manley,  

 Dorothy Clark 

4 Deborah Sykes 

5 Mary Anders 

6 Simon Taylor 

7 Les Meriwether 

8 Cynthia Hayes 

9 Suzanne Pritz,  

 Amanda Prescott 

10 Nick Stefanchik 

11 Leona Weber,  

 Jeff Colamarino, 
 Lorraine Runza, 
 Lily Wyszacki 

12 Margaret Richcreek 

13 Jan Tracy 

14 Amy Barnett  

15 Jay Giordano 

16 Kathy Cates, Gregg Aja, 
 Bobbie Schnabel 

17 Gene Ginn 

18 Adrin Bryant 

20  Erika Frishe 

21 Beverly Brown, Marty White 

22 Ed Gylfe, Frank Sahms 

23 Amanda Swatzell,  

 Toney Lowe Jr. 

24 Kara Buckner,  

 Patti Marshall,   

 Amir Mokrivala 

27 Anna Campanaro 

28 Dan Sykes 

30 Tom Tracy, Jessica Griffin 

 

Happy Wedding Anniversary 
wishes in July to: 
 

5 Robert and Frances Lee 

12 Chris and Doreen Paine, 
 Karl and Betsey Kraengel 

23 Larry and Bonnie Rosendale 

27 Eugene and Carole Manley 

31 Richard and Sallie Devine 

http://lovewinsdiscussion.blogspot.com
http://lovewinsdiscussion.blogspot.com
http://lovewinsdiscussion.blogspot.com


Bishop Dabney Smith will 

be at St. John‘s on Sunday, 

October 16, as preacher 

and Celebrant. He will Con-

firm and/or Receive those 

who have been confirmed 

in another denomination in 

which Confirmation is con-

sidered a Sacrament.   

 

Confirmation in the Episco-

pal Church is an adult reaf-

firmation or commitment 

of faith in God. Many peo-

ple are baptized as infants, 

and Confirmation provides 

the opportunity to make 

vows that someone else 

made for them when they 

were little. In the early 

Church, the bishop pre-

sided at Baptisms, 

anointed the newly bap-

tized with chrism, and of-

ten laid hands on the 

newly baptized as the con-

cluding rite. At that time, a 

diocese consisted of a city, 

and the bishop could pre-

side at these services. 

Once the church grew, 

bishops weren't able to be 

present at all Baptisms. 

Presbyters or priests would 

preside at the Baptism and 

then take the newly bap-

tized to the bishop at a 

later time for the conclud-

ing initiation of anointing 

and laying on of hands. As 

the time and distance be-

tween Baptism and the 

concluding rites performed 

by the bishop began to 

occur, the tradition of Con-

firmation at a later place 

and date evolved.  

 

Until the 1979 Book of 

Common Prayer was 

adopted by our General 

Convention, people didn't 

receive Communion until 

they were Confirmed. This 

is a practice still observed 

in most of the Anglican 

Communion. However, with 

the 1979 BCP came the 

understanding that Bap-

tism made a person a full 

member of the church, an 

understanding much like 

the early church. Today 

Confirmation or Reception 

are requirements for serv-

ing on the Vestry and as 

delegates to Convention. 

Today to join the Episcopal 

Church after having been 

baptized by another de-

nomination, a person pro-

vides information (as best 

he/she has it or remem-

bers it) on their Baptism to 

the church office. The Epis-

copal Church does not re-

baptize someone who has 

already received a Chris-

tian Baptism. As it is writ-

ten in Scripture, there is 

one Lord, one faith, one 

Baptism (Eph 4:5). 

 

Anyone who would like to 

learn more about Confir-

mation, please contact me 

or the church office. For 

those who have not partici-

pated in the Alpha series, 

the classes on ―The History 

of Christianity‖ beginning 

Tuesday nights, June 7-July 

12 will be used for Confir-

mation preparation. There 

will also be other faith for-

mation discussion with me. 

In the fall everyone desir-

ing to be Confirmed or Re-

ceived will participate in a 

Day of Discovery on a Sun-

day afternoon.  

    God‘s Peace—Glad 

commercial health care 

plans for large group, 

small group and private 

policies 

 

Each session will include a 

brief overview followed by 

discussion and questions 

and answers.  

Who would attend? Those 

who wonder if their: 

* Health care costs are 

too high;  

* Premiums possibly are 

too high; or  

St. John‘s is hosting two 

sessions on health care 

concerns particularly re-

lated to cost and types of 

coverage. The presenter is 

Pat Palumbo, who has run 

managed care organiza-

tions and worked for lead-

ing health care companies 

over his twenty years in 

that field.  

Session 1: Sunday, June 5, 

11:30am, focused on 

Medicare 

Session 2: Sunday, June 

12, 11:30, focused on 

¶ Type of coverage is 

inadequate 

 

Please mark your calen-

dars. Invite your friends. 

They probably have ques-

tions and would appreciate 

this opportunity to review 

their health care status 

and possible options to 

consider in making future 

decisions. The community 

is invited. Others will come 

if you invite them.  
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FU N  AT  FAM I LY  FU N  FE S T  

Charles Gaudreau served up burgers and 

hot dogs 
Jessi Griffin and Emily Distler sold home-

made jams, pickles and dips 

The band—‖Ins and Outs‖ 

Our Rector enjoyed 

bouncing on trampoline  

Joan Loeser‘s handmade jewelry After having your face painted, it‘s fun to 

shop for pretty things. 

Matthew enjoyed bowling, but Gregg would rather take 

the ball and pins with him 



What an amazing year we 

have had with Youth in 

Action. We kicked off our 

year with a beautiful beach 

Eucharist for families and 

youth of all ages, October 

―Mass on the Grass‖ 

brought us outside under 

the trees in costumes, and 

our Christmas Caroling 

gave us the blessing of 

making a joyful noise 

in nursing homes and to 

our homebound parishion-

ers. 

  

Later in the year, the Jun-

ior YIA had a picnic in the 

park with Ms. Mary's class, 

while the Senior YIA went 

on a camping trip. We also 

had the majority of the 

youth go to Happenings or 

New Beginnings, which 

are spirit filled weekends 

designed to bring the 

youth into a closer relation-

ship with Christ.  In the 

spring, the youth adven-

tured up a ropes course, 

planted a butterfly garden, 

held a pancake breakfast 

and helped at the Spring 

Family Fun Fest.. 

  

We ended the year with an 

upbeat youth service. Play-

ing guitar for us were Sa-

vanna Howard and Trey 

Richcreek.  A skit per-

formed for the sermon by 

all the youth, with Jensen 

Rice as Stephen, Stevie 

Fryer as Saul and Trey 

RIchcreek narrating, de-

picted the stoning of 

Stephen for his devotion to 

God ending with him ask-

ing God to forgive his as-

sailants much as Jesus 

asked God to forgive those 

who persecuted Him.  We 

followed up the skit offer-

ing warm fuzzies to the 

congregation in a tangible 

demonstration of sharing 

our Christ Light with the 

world in everything that we 

say and do.  Then, if that is 

not enough, we finished off 

the celebration with a pool 

party and cookout at the 

Rice's! 

  

Plans for the fall include 

another Beach Eucharist 

kickoff on 9/11/11 and a 

visit from Bishop Dabney 

Smith on October 16 for 

Confirmation and Recep-

tion. 

  

Thank you to each and 

every one of you who sup-

ported our youth.  You are 

there always, not only fi-

nancially or physically, but 

in showing your Christ 

Light to the youth with a 

smile, a hug or a word of 

encouragement.  Without 

you, YIA would not be as 

successful! 

  

On behalf of all the youth 

God's Blessing and Peace 

to you, 

Danene and Margaret 

FISH Information 

§ Dates: July 11-15, 2011 

§ Fun begins at: 12:00 

noon & ends at: 4:00 

p.m. Monday – Friday 

§ Lunch will be served 

daily 

§ Camp Cost:  $70.00  

(AFTER June 18 - $95) 

 

This program is for rising 

6th graders through rising 

9th graders.  Full or partial 

scholarships are available 

Registration forms are 

available in the church 

office. 

VOLUNTEERS AREED:  

Calling all incoming 6th – 9th 

graders for St. John‘s 

F.I.S.H. Camp. FISH stands 

for Followers In Service for 

HIM. Through service pro-

jects and fun, the FISH will 

immerse themselves in the 

amazing world of discover-

ing God‘s love by serving 

others. The youth will not 

find any boring reminders 

of tedious schoolwork.  

They will be exploring excit-

ing ways that they can 

deepen their faith and 

catch God‘s love through 

interaction with each other 

and those that they serve. 

  

§ We are looking for one 

adult leader to support 

Danene Rice during 

FISH Camp hours 

§ We need drivers to help 

get us from St. John‘s to 

our work site each day 

§ We need someone to 

prepare food for approxi-

mately 30 people each 

day 

  

If you are interested or 

can help in any way, 

please call (or see) 

Danene Rice at 447-8406 

or email ricecon-

nect@yahoo.com. 
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Childrenõs Ministry 

lunch and pool party at 

Ms. Maryõs,  

Sunday, June 5 following 

10 a.m. service 

June/July  2011 
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High School Graduates 
 

Shannon Caste, daughter of Kathi and Nick Caste from Clearwater High School Summa 

Cum Laude with a  4.0 average. She will attend Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort Myers. 

Audrey Foster,  from Clearwater High School. She will be going to Greece for a month after 

graduation. 

Timothy Alan Goldstone, grandson of Maurice and Barbara DiCairano, from a high school 

in upstate New York. He will attend Clarkson University in Potsdam, NY, to study engineer-

ing. 

Nathan Hix, grandson of Mary Greenough, from Wharton High School in Tampa where he 

is Cadet of the Year in Naval ROTC. He will go into the Navy in October. 

John Stima, son of Doug Stima and the late Brenda Stima, from Clearwater High School, 

where he was a captain of the football teach and inducted into the Clearwater High Hall of 

Fame. He plans to attend the SUNY Maritime College in New York City where he will play 

football. 

Amanda Swatzell, daughter of Terry and Jory Swatzell, from Boca Ciega High School, 

Magna Cum Laude with her CNA license, First Responders Certificate and Certified Medi-

cal Administrative Assistant Certificate. She will attend the medical program at Florida 

Southern College in Lakeland. 

Alec Viera, grandson of Mary Ellen Britts, from Palm Harbor University High School. He will 

attend Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort Myers. 

 

College Graduate 
 

Elizabeth Weber, granddaughter of Reinhold and Leona Weber, from the University of 

Findlay in Ohio, with a Bachelor of Science in Pre-Veterinary Medicine and Biology. She will 

attend the Veterinary College at the University of Madison in Wisconsin. 
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F R O M  òRE T I R E D  P R I E S Tó 

sumptions that come with 

that title, most of which I 

don't fulfill.  With that in 

mind, I suggested listing 

me as 'retired priest' (if 

listed at all).    

 

I continue to be happy 

preaching occasionally, 

taking home communions 

a few times a month, and 

filling in from time to time 

for Glad, and other clergy 

who need a supply priest, 

but mostly I plan on being 

retired.   Please keep us in 

your prayers as we travel, 

and we will keep you in 

ours as always. 

 

Blessings,   

Fr. Hugh Bell 

Just a note to the congre-

gation of St. John's as I try 

to keep up with all that 

goes on, and also what 

goes on in my life as a re-

tired person (persons - Flo 

and I).    

 

Recently I spoke with Glad 

concerning not only our 

travels this summer and 

fall, but continuing to list 

me as 'assisting priest' on 

bulletins, etc, and the as-

Three of St. Johnõs 

Youth are graduating 

from Clearwater High 

School on Thursday, 

June 9 at 7 p.m.:  

Shannon Caste, 

Audrey Foster,  

John Stima 



FAST Celebration, June 20, 6:45  

Espiritu Santo Roman Catholic Church 

2405 Philippe Parkway, Safety Harbor 

  

Now is the time to celebrate all our hard 

work throughout the year.  The Nehemiah 

Action was a powerful experience.  There 

were just under 3000 people present at 

the Action to express our concerns for our 

community. St. John's had a strong atten-

dance of 51 people.  Good job, Everyone!   

  

Drug/Crimes: This year's greatest accom-

plishment was the rewriting of the criteria 

for the drug court.  This bill was passed at 

the State level and was a first time com-

bined effort of several Florida community 

action groups. Now there is an option 

available to non-violent drug offenders 

that will work toward rehabilitation rather 

than incarceration.  The Sheriff agreed to 

work with a task force from FAST to find 

the funding to reinstate the Smart Choice 

program in the jails.  This successful pro-

gram had been defunded. 

 

Education: Our high school dropout rate, 

especially among black males is abysmal. 

This reality is associated with low literacy 

rate in lower income elementary schools. 

FAST has found a low income school in 

Georgia using a field-tested curricu-

lum that has its third graders reading well 

above their grade level. We know it can 

be done. If our children learn to read, 

their chances of success in school are 

greatly increased.  To this end, a group of 

people from our school district went to 

visit this school to learn more about this 

curriculum and its application.  

   

Jobs: St. Petersburg College is now offer-

ing job training courses in fields that are 

hiring. FAST has worked with the City of 

St. Petersburg on a priority hiring ordi-

nance whereby city contractors would 

hire a certain percentage of local resi-

dent, thus helping the local economy.   

 

These are just a few of the accomplish-

ments of FAST in this past year.  It has 

taken a lot of behind the scenes hard 

work and commitment.  The work is on-

going.  Research continues.  Meetings con-

tinue.  The Nehemiah Action may be the 

peak of the year's activities, but now is the 

time to begin rallying around and gearing 

up our forces to continue towards next 

year's work.  We can't sit on the laurels of 

success and think job finished!  The ur-

gency of our times requires that we take a 

breath and press onward.  

  

To that end we are looking forward to the 

investment drive.  At the Celebration, 

pledges will be given that will fund the work 

of FAST into the upcoming year.  This will be 

an individual as well as a church effort. This 

again is another opportunity to DO the work 

of justice that God has called us to do. 

  

The Celebration is also a social gathering 

with refreshments, music, dancing - a  

joyous time!  Last year's band was the  

Jammin' Jews.  They were a lot of fun.  They 

will be there again this year. At that time 

people will have an opportunity to consider 

a personal financial investment in FAST.  

  

So put June 20th at 6:45 on your calendar. 

2405 Philippe Parkway, Safety Harbor. A 

group will leave St. John‘s parking lot at 

6:30.  

 

Mary Greenough,  

FAST Team 
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Thrift Shop Volunteer 

Coffee, June 6,  

10:30 a.m. in the 

Parish Hall.  

If  you would like to 

volunteer in the Thrift 

Shop, come and learn 

more about it. 

June/July 2011 



The Evangel ist 

Hurricane season begins 

on June 1. Are you ready? 

Have you developed your 

Hurricane action plan? 

  

St. John‘s wants you to be 

safe and wants to know 

your action plan so we can 

be in touch with you after 

the storm passes through. 

  

Where will you go if you 

have to evacuate? If you 

need a place to stay, con-

tact the Church Office. If 

you live in a ―no evacua-

tion‖ zone, can you take in 

a member of St. Johns who 

must evacuate? If you can 

open your home and heart, 

please contact the church 

office. If you will leave the 

area in an evacuation, 

please let us know where 

you are going to stay. We 

are interested in every-

one‘s safety. Do not wait 

till the winds whip up to 

make a plan. 

  

Mary Anthony, a long time 

member who now lives in 

North Carolina, is our con-

tact person should we be-

come separated by a bad 

storm. Her number is in 

our directory. Keep it 

handy. 

  

Update your plans with the 

church office. Give us the 

address and contact num-

ber where you will be when 

the storms come. Thank 

you for putting our minds 

at ease.  

Here are two web sites and 

the phone number to the 

Tampa Bay Chapter of The 

America Red Cross that 

you can use to help protect 

you, your family and your 

home in the event we are 

threatened by a storm: 
 

www.pinellascounty.org/

emergency/ 
 

www.redcross.org/www-

files/.../Preparedness/

checklists/Hurricane.pdf  
 

Tampa Bay Chapter of The 

American Red Cross: North 

Pinellas 727-446-2358 

  

Reminding you to stay safe 

and always prepared, 

Cliff Armbruster  
  

commitment to Jesus as 

our Savior, and we follow 

Him as Lord of our lives.  

 

We are an Order for 

women who are communi-

cants of the Episcopal 

Church, churches in com-

munion with it, or churches 

in the Historic Episcopate. 

Today our membership 

includes women in the 

Anglican, Episcopal, Lu-

theran (ELCA) and Roman 

St. John‘s Chapter of 

Daughters of the King is in 

the process of reactivating. 

The first meeting will be 

held Thursday, June 9, 

6:30 p.m. in the Parish 

Hall.  

 

The Order of the Daughters 

of the King (DOK) is a spiri-

tual sisterhood of women 

dedicated to a life of 

Prayer, Service and Evan-

gelism. We have made a 

Catholic churches. 

 

If you are a Daughter or 

would like information on 

becoming one, please at-

tend the meeting. Bring a 

brown-bag supper 

(optional). 
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R E T I R E E S  H AV E  S U M M E R  P L A N S  

HU R RI CA NE  SEA SON  IS  H ER E  

D A U G H T E R S  O F  T H E  K I N G  R E A C T I VA T I N G  

rant on the following Mon-

days: June 13, July 11, and 

August 8 at 11:30 A.M.  

 

Any one wishing to join us, 

please call Nan at 584-

5372. 

The Retirees would like to 

remind everyone that we 

will meet for lunch at 

Country Harvest  Restau-

St. Johnõs choir will be 

singing a patriotic 

medley at the 10 a.m. 

service on Sunday,  

June 5 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/
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AMSWERS 



The Evangel ist 

A History of Christianity 

Beginning on Tuesday, 

June 7, we will be showing 

and discussing Diarmid 

MacCulloch‘s DVD series, 

A History of Christianity. 

Diarmid MacCulloch is an 

Oxford History Professor 

whose books about Cran-

mer and the Reformation 

have been proclaimed as 

Masterpieces. A History of 

Christianity will reveal the 

true origins of Christianity 

and delve into what it 

means to be a Christian.  

Class will begin at 6.30 pm 

and finish by 8 pm. Please 

come and join the group. 

Bring a brown bag supper. 

Education for Ministry 

(EfM) 

Every baptized person is 

called to ministry. The Edu-

cation for Ministry (EfM) 

program provides people 

with the education to carry 

out that ministry. During 

the Service of Confirmation 

we ask God to "Renew in 

these your servants the 

covenant you made with 

them at Baptism. Send 

them forth in the power of 

the Spirit to perform the 

service you set before 

them." EfM offers an op-

portunity to discover how 

to respond to the call to 

Christian service. The pro-

gram allows you to Dig 

deeper into the Christian 

faith, studying the Bible, 

Church history and theo-

logical ideas and reflect on 

connecting faith with life 

experiences. Each group is 

facilitated by a mentor, 

who looks after the life of 

the group and guides the 

reflection process.  

 

If you are interested in 

learning more about EfM, 

please contact Ann Scally, 

Jules Smith, or any of the 

EfM graduates at St. 

John‘s.  Classes will begin 

in the fall. Bonnie Rosen-

dale has recently com-

pleted 4 years of EfM and 

will be preaching at all ser-

vices on June 18-19.   
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S E V E N  A M A Z I N G  B E N E F I T S  O F  WA L K I N G  

AD U LT  CHR I STIA N  FORM ATIO N  

the weekend when you 

have more spare time. 

It can help relieve  

fibromyalgia pain 

A study found that in 

women 32 to 70 years old, 

those who walked 60 min-

utes, reported significant 

improvements in walking 

and mental capacity, and 

were less tired and de-

pressed. 

It helps you beat breast 

cancer 

Women who walk regularly 

after being diagnosed with 

breast cancer have a 45 

percent greater chance of 

survival than those who 

are inactive, according to a 

study published in the 

Journal of Clinical Oncol-

ogy. Yale researchers 

found that those who exer-

cised in the year before 

being diagnosed were 30 

percent more likely to sur-

vive than women who did-

n‘t exercise. 

Strolling reduces stroke 

risk 

Walking briskly for just 30 

minutes, five days a week 

can significantly lower your 

risk of suffering a stroke, 

according to University of 

South Carolina research-

ers.. 

It can save your mind 

Researchers enlisted 749 

people suffering from 

memory problems and 

measured their walking 

and other moderate activi-

ties, such as yard work. At 

the four-year follow-up, 

they found that those who 

expended the most energy 

walking had a 27 percent 

lower risk of developing 

dementia than the people 

who expended the least.  

It deflects diabetes 

New research links brisk 

walking to a significant risk 

reduction for developing 

type 2 diabetes.  

It saves on gym costs 

No matter where you live, 

there‘s a place you can 

walk, and 150 minutes of 

moderate-intensity walking 

a week can help manage 

stress and prevent heart 

disease. Moderate walking 

equals an average of 100 

steps per minute.  

It can get you off meds 

Researchers have found 

that those who took the 

longest weekly walks, not 

necessarily accumulated 

the most mileage per 

week, were more likely to 

use less medication. Short 

walks are good, but con-

sider taking a longer walk 

once a week, perhaps on 

  

The Staff of 

St. John‘s Episcopal Church 

  

The Rev Glad R. McCurtain, 
 Rector 
The Rev. Hugh Bell,  
 Retired Priest 
John Wirth , Music Director 
Marlene Eichelberger,   
 Parish Administrator 
Thelma Lipp, Sexton 
Danene Rice, Youth  Leader 
Margaret Richcreek,  
 Youth Leader 
Mary Anders, Childrenõs Ministry 
  

The Vestry                              
  

Jan Davis, Senior Warden 
Glenn Smith, Junior Warden 
Mary Anders, Finance 
Cliff Armbruster, Pastoral Care 
Mary Ellen Britts,  
 Christian Formation 
Sallie Devine, Membership 
Charles Gaudreau, Worship 
Mary Greenough, Reach Out 
Amanda Smith, Treasurer 
  

Summer Service Schedule 
Sunday 
8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
9 a.m.  Adult Christian Formation 
   
Wednesday 
12 p.m. Holy Eucharist and  
    Healing 
Saturday 
5:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist 
  

Church Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.ñ5 p.m. 
Friday  8:30 a.m.ñ1 p.m. 
  

The Evangelist  
of  

St. Johnõs Episcopal Church  
is published ten times yearly. 

  

Issue Deadline: The tenth day or 
the second Monday of each 
monthñwhichever comes . 

  

We reserve the right to edit 
articles submitted for content 
and length. 

  

Marlene Eichelberger, Editor 



You know you are a Floridian if… 
 

* You never use an umbrella because the rain will be over in five minutes.  

* You think a six-foot alligator is actually pretty average 

* ―Down South‖ means Key West  

* You know that anything under a Category 3 just isn't worth waking up for.  

* You know the four seasons really are: hurricane season, love bug season, tourist season     

    and summer. 

* Your winter coat is made of denim.  

* You can tell the difference between fire ant bites and mosquito bites.  

* Anything under 70 degrees is chilly.  

* You've driven through Yeehaw Junction.  

* You know that no other grocery store can compare to Publix.  

* You've worn shorts and used the air conditioner on Christmas and New Year‘s.  

* You are on a first name basis with the Hurricane list. They aren't Hurricane Charley or  

    Hurricane Frances. You know them as Andrew, Charley, Frances, Ivan, Jeanne and  

    Wilma...Irene...Cheryl...Rita Mary... Alison  

* You know what a snowbird is and when they'll leave.  

* Flip-flops are everyday wear. Shoes are for business meetings and church, but you HAVE  

    worn flip flops to church before! 

* You have a drawer full of bathing suits and only one sweatshirt.  

* You get annoyed at the tourists who feed seagulls. 

* A mountain is any hill 100 feet above sea level. 

* You've hosted a hurricane party.  

* You can pronounce Okeechobee, Kissimmee , Withlacoochee , Thonotosassa and  

    Micanopy 

* You understand why it's better to have a friend with a boat than have a boat yourself.  

* You were 25 when you first met someone who couldn't swim.  

* A good parking place has nothing to do with distance from the store, but everything to do  

    with shade. 
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