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Special Advent and Christmas
Services and Events

Il Advent, December &, 2009

Bring gifts for Giving Tree
11:30 a.m. Decorate the Church, lunch

Ill Advent, December 1213, 2009
Saturday 4:30 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m.
Chair, Orchestra and Soloists present
Ha n d &dssias
Followed by Holy Eucharist
Sunday, 7 p.mWlessial{No service)

IV Advent December 320, 2009

Regular service times
Live greens put in the Church, 11:15 a.m.

Longest Nigh® December 21, 2009

Blue Christmas, 7 p.m.

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2009
4:30 p.m. Special Music
5 p.m. Family Eucharist
9:00 p.m. One hour of orchestra and choral music
10 p.m. Candlelight Choral Eucharist

Christmas Day, December 25, 2009

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols
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Happy Birthday wishes in
December to:

Rich Super, Charles McAlliste

Nancy Sawyer

Hugh Bell, Kerry Giordano

Gary Somerville, Pat Grinnell

Joyce Noble

6 Carole Ayer

7 Molly Sperandio

9 Darrell Webb

10 Sharon Fakkema

12 Jessica Stima

13 Yvonne Neckel, John McCoy

14 Matile Hendry, Elora
Colamarino

16 Charles Gaudreau, Freda
Collett, Maurice DiCairano,
Chris Paine

17 Frances Lever, Gladys Spillet

18 Suzann Weaver

19 Garie Glaze

21 Rebecca Blair

23 Joanna Eastmdbaudreau

24 Jesse Fryer

25 Judy Charmatz

26 Tyson Rice, Frances
Donberger, Prudence
Fabricand, Judi Fleming

27 Rose Garafola, John Vogt

29 Pat Dean

31 Clyde Smith

A WN PR

Happy Wedding Anniversary
wishes in December to:

1 Harris and Sally Brown

3 Bruce and Kathy Roberts
19 James and Tahlea Brady
26 Reinhold and Leona Weber,
Jesse and Norma BrodRarks
27 Bill and Judy Bennett

28 Kayode and Juna Sotonwa
30 Gene and Freda Collett

31 Frank and Garie Glaze

If your birthday or anniversary i
month and it is not listed, please
Church Office to give us the info

FROM THE PART-TIME ASSISTING

PRIEST

As | write this, with Thanks-
giving Day looming on the
r horizon, and the First Sun-
day of Advent, my heart
does swell with Thanksgiv-
ing for being part of the
Body of Christ, and thereby
part of your lives as well.

Advent Season, which is a
very short season in the
Christian calendar, is a
time which offers a great
deal of excitement- espe-
cially about the future. A
future of hope.; a future

t full of excitement-if |
would approach it like a
child waiting for Santa
Claus. One of my best
remembrances as a child

was waiting for Christmas
morning. On Christmas
Even, | would lay in bed,
eyes wide open, waiting to
hear Santa on the roof. In
my imagination there were
times | just knew | had
heard the sounds of rein-
deer on the roof, no snow
of course, because | lived
in Florida.

For we, the people of God,
look forward as we move
into the Advent and Christ-
mas seasons. And while
these seasons are short
periods of time, they point
to the excitement for the
future. A future fully in
Godods hands.

the Advent excitement. Get
excited about the future.
For as the Christian calen-
dar reveals, while there will
be some difficult times,
some times of change,
some times of anxiety
along the way, Advent and
Christmas are only a fore-
taste of Easter.

And Easter reveals that
Gododos future
us as we faithfully move
forward with the excite-

ment of Christian Hope.

Faithfully,

Fr. Hugh+

THIS SEASON..

EPIPHANY

Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany- three seasons
of the Christian year lead
us on a journey from our
question "Where are you,
God?" to a glimpse of
God's glory in the transfig-
ured face of Jesus the
Christ. Along the way we
meet dramatic prophets,
psalmists who sing their
longing for God, fishers
called away from their
18ts, disciples who strug-

' understand.
mation.

st

We move from the somber
blue and purple colors of
Advent, with its themes of
expectation and longing.
Where can we find God? Is
there any hope in these
troubled times? Yet we
affirm that God is faithful
and we rejoice.

.ADVENT, CHRISTMAS,

In the Christmas season,
we celebrate the joy of
Jesus' birth and rejoice in
God's ongoing promise to
reshape and restore our
lives. The Bethlehem Star
image challenges us to
look for those places
where God's light is enter-
ing and transforming the
world.

This year there are six Sun-
days after the Epiphany. In
this season, we reflect on
the ways in which God's
glory is shown forth to all
the world, and we explore
what it means to be

known, loved, and called
by God. The color for these
Sundays is green, the color
of growth. It is a time for
growing in the Christian

faith and in our lives of
discipleship.

In some traditions, the
Season after the Epiphany
is called Ordinary Time, a
reminder that we listen for
God's presence in every-
day circumstances. God
comes into our world, re-
shaping and transforming
it. We are called to partici-
pate in this work of trans-
formation, helping to es-
tablish God's reign of
peace and justice here on
earth.

Seasons of the SpirE
Congregational Life Ad-
vent, Christmas, Epiphany

C 0O mi
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WHAT® SO AMAZING ABOUT
CHRISTMAS?

Consider this: God loved
the world so much that he
came visiting. God slipped
into the world as a help-
less baby, without fanfare
or heraldry.

Think of it: The baby, born
of humble parents- the
man a carpenter, the
woman still in her teens.
Scholars say Jesus was
born in a backwater town
called Bethlehem, in a sta-
ble reeking with animal
smells.

It took years before people
fully
self-revelation. Even John
the Baptist, sitting in
Her odds
message to Jesus asking,
OAre you the
come, or are we to wait for
anot her ?6
Jesus then explained that
he was working miracles
and bringing good news to

prisorand

the poor.
That became even more
clear when Peter con-

cluded that
Messiah, the Son of the
l' iving Godo
16:16)

What 0s

Christmas is that it began
in a manager, and today
more than 2 billion people
around the world celebrate
Jesusd birth.

As part of that celebration
please join us for a very

c o mp r e h e¢special presentation of

Ha n d Méssiahas our
gift to the Community in
around
times are as follows:

({ Saturday December 12 )

at 4:30 p.m.

( Ma tq Sunday December 14 at

10:00 a.m.
9 Sunday December 14 at
7:00 p.m.

J ¢ mas Eve with an hour of :

(Mp. m.

ama z i n (Bells, Piano, Flute, Oboe,

St .

In addition, the combined
choirs will celebrate Christ-

music beginning at 9:00
This yea
feature approx 10 strings
along with a Harp, Organ,

Clarinet, and Bassoon.

These performances are a
great opportunity for you to
invite a friend or two to our
service! Many people are

more receptiv
message of love and grace
this time of year. Your fam-
ily or friends may surprise

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

you by showing up.

John Wirth
Music Director

EHRISUHLIAS 1S CRLIING

Let's decorate!

On Sunday, December 6,
we will decorate the church
at11:30 a.m. Thisis a
time of fun and fellowship
as we prepare the church
for Christmas. Come in
casual clothes. Many
hands make light work!
Pizza and beverages will be
provided for lunch.

Then on December 20, the
live greenery will go up.
Please plan to stay and
help for a short time after
the 10 a.m. service.

Order Poinsettias

ltds time to
tias for the altar for Christ-
mas. You can order plants
as a memorial or in thanks-
giving for blessings. We
ask for a minimum dona-
tion of $20. Order forms
will be in the bulletin week-
ends in December. You
can also call or email your
orders. Be sure your check
is marked oOChr
ers. o6 The
names to be printed in the
Christmas bulletin is
Wednesday, December 16.

0Chitsenas giftofdr thes High -

d e a dYPYWR

The Giving Tree

Point Neighborhood should
be brought to church the
weekend of December &7.

Once the gift tags are off
the tree, why not wish eve-
ryone at St .
Christmas by putting a
Christmas card on the tree
in thechyrehsentpyway. |f
d mailcards to

any parishioners, this is a
great way to save the cost
of cards and the postage.

r N < SPAPr vViIi o e \I\I'
Youth, Blue Christm 4
Fellowship 4,7
Vestry, ER&D 5
ECW, FAST 6
Church Year 8
Messiah poster 9
Just for kids 10
Annual Meeting 511
The Mission of
Episcopal Church

A To LOVE,

A To SERVE,

A To GROW in CHRIST.
Johnds a Merry

December
2009/January 2010

St .
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Happy Birthday wishes in Janu-
ary to:

Reinhold Weber

Jim Bryant

Trudy Clark, Margaret
Noseworthy

1
2
5

Beryl Cobb

Sandi Meriwether
Anthony Campanaro
Gene Ginn

John Stima

Elizabeth Vogt

Ruth Hickman, Gail Ector
Peggy Jones,

Donald Lomas Jr.

Karl Kraengel

Flo Schaffer

Miah Gross

Bernice Thorne
Andreana Gaudreau
Tom Edwards, Robert Fuchs
John Fleming

Happy Wedding Anniversary
wishes in January to:

4 John and Judy Genevie
14 Walter and Joyce Noble
20 Walter and Helen DellaPenn

Terry Swatzell, Bruce Roberts

THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM

In preparation for the
Christmas Season, the
youth in grades 58 have
been working on a project
to present in church during
Advent.

The Advent Season helps
'us to prepare for the
Christmas season and the
coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. It gives us the time
to slow down spiritually
and think about what the
birth of Christ means to us
personally. Sundays dur-
ing Advent are especially
important as the day to
day hustle and bustle and
demands of the "holiday
season" tend to speed eve-
rything else in our lives up!

In the Road to Bethlehem
project we have been read-

ing the book of Luketo see
what was happening in the
lives of Mary and Joseph
and those around them.
We have discussed how
Mary and Joseph must
have felt at this time in
their lives, young with child
and on a journey away
from home, what the shep-
herds and wise men must
have been thinking to
leave what they were doing
to see the Christ Child born
in a manger, and the hum-
ble manager scene with
the angels singing and all
gatheredin celebration

of the Glorious event.

As our discussion unfolds
we are building a 3D ver-
sion of the journey.Our
construction medium is
sticks and clay, paint and

glue. The end result will be
four pieces witha central
mangerscene, each with a
candle (flameless, safety
1st), and a sign post de-
claring the verse in Luke
displayed in the scene.
The whole project will be
approximately 2 feet in
diameter, the size ofa

card table.

It has been fun to work on
the project and see the
creativity and ideas that
each of the youth bring to
it. Watch for our Journey
to Bethlehem in Church
during Advent. We hope it
plays a part in the prepara-
tion for Chri

Blessing to All,
Margaret Richcreek

BLUE CHRISTMASA MON., DEcC. 21, 7pPM

a

If your birthday or anniversary is tiRteople who are struggling

month and it is not listed, please
Church Office to give us the info

cdlthe have a

mBtiag.and friends who sup-
port them are invited to
come and sit with one an-
other in a worship service
that speaks of the love of
God for those grievinglost
relationships, jobs, separa-
tion of loved ones by
death. There will be oppor-
tunity sit in the peace filled

church and allow healing

0 me rto hagpenC3ome psadple

might bring the picture of a
loved one, while others
might light a candle of re-
membrance. This service
provides opportunity to
all ow God®os
ence to bring hope. De-
cember 21 was chosen
because it is the longest

reader,
enced a substantial loss in
recent years, perhaps your
friend, coworker, or
neighbor has. Please
come and bring that per-
son. Anyone who wants to

h ¢assist in setting up the
church, please call
Marlene in the church of-
fice, 531-6020.

night of the year. If you, the

UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

December 6

January 30 Shrimp Boil
March 20 Chili Cookoff
April 17

May 8 Latino Dinner

Greening of the Church, Lunch

Potluck supper; youth sponsored Chinese Auction

havenot
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EVERYBODY, SOMEBODY,

ANYBODY, NOBODY

This is a little story about
four people named Every-
body, Somebody, Anybody
and Nobody.

There was an important
job to be done, and Every-
body was sure that Some-
body would do it.

Anybody could have done
it, but Nobody did it.

Somebody got angry about
that, because it was Every-

bodyés job.

Everybody thought that
Anybody could do it, but
Nobody realized that Every-
body woul dnodt

It ended up that Everybody
blamed Somebody when
Nobody did what Anybody
could have done.

It will soon be time for the
Annual Meeting and time
to elect Vestry members.
After a lot of praying about
what to do about recruiting
for the Vestry, this poem
just kept leaping out at
me. We will have 4 open-
ings that need to filled this
coming year.

In the 4 years that | have
served on the Vestry, we
have struggled to get peo-
ple to serve. With the size
of our congregation, | find
this hard to believe, but,
sadly, | know it is true.

St. Johnds is
home, and God has put

you here in this place for a
reason. The Vestry is an
important part in the life of
a Parish. It is the governing

body, so to speak, that
gui des St.
into our mission state-

Jo

ment, TO LOVE, TO SERVE,

TO GROW IN CHRIST.

| know that we are all very
busy. Each of us wears
many hats throughout our
day, and sometimes we
feel that we should just let
Somebody else do it. BUT,
are you not Somebody
else?

Please PRAYERFULLY conr

sider where God might be
calling you to shine at St.
Johnods.

Kathy Cates,
Sr. Warden

GIFTS FOR LIFE

If you have been shopping
lately, you have no doubt
noticed that Christmas
(commercialism) has ar-
rived. The stores have all
their wares out, the Sun-
day paper is packed full of
store ads for gift giving, the
toy catalogs are arriving in
the mail, and folks are
making their lists. This
year, in these difficult eco-
nomic times, why not think
of giving gifts that impact
lives.

You can give a gift that will
save lives and sustain life
through Episcopal Relief
and Development (ERD).

Gift for Life catalogs are
available in the Church
Office. This is not your
ordinary gift catalog full of
non-essential items, but
rather it is a catalog that
has gifts available such as
chickens, pigs, seeds,
goats, health care, educa-
tion, and much

You can also access the
catalog and place orders
at www.erd.org/

giftsforlife.

more. When you
give items from
the Gift of Life
catalog you
make it possible
for ERD to help
families feed

@iscopal

Relief & Development
Healing a hurting world

themselves, re-
store communities and
provide life essentials like
clean water.

hnds to

Il i ve

The Annual Meeting
St John
Church will be he
Sunday, January ?
2010, following th

10 a.m. service.

Annual reports are

from all Ministry

chairs on January
2010

due

11,
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ST. OHNG ECW GETS A FACELIFT

By definition, every woman  Doris McLean has served Pastoral care and evangel-
at St. Johnds aspresidentfor many ) - ism occur every day.

pal Church Woman, includ-  years. She is retiring at the

ing our Rector. The end of 2009.

As we end 2009 and begin
2010, the ECW is deciding
The ECW Thrift Shop has to make some changes. Its

women of St.
accomplished much. The
ECW (Episcopal Church

Women formal structure) supp!ied much of the_fi— _ Iead(_arship has dete_rmined

of St Johnds nancal support for mission that. it wants to continue

much of thé backbone of and ministry. Men and Thrift Shop operations.All

ministry throughout our women of this congrega- women o f St. Joh

congregationd st|on have volunteered nu-- invited and.encourgged to

the past, ECW held merous hours. _The pansh- attend a brief meeting on

monthly’meeting More ioners, along with fnend_s Sunday, January 10 at

recently, the ECW board from the larger community, 11:3Q to be part of the

has met, periodically to _have donated an array of decision for the new look

carry on the (|te_mstosellataffordable i s of the women of

business prices. People are wel- as we begin 2010.

' comed by friendly faces.

F.A.S.T.

What does the Lord re- the focus of 2010 justice County. St. Johni

quire? That we do justice, issues: drugs and crime, founding member and

love mercy and walk hum- affordable housing, and FASTds north off]
December 3 is the bly with God.(Micah 6:8) our new area of jobs/jobs cated upstairs in our min-

for youth! Five congrega- istry building.
deadline to order o, october 26, 700+ peo-  1ONS were inducted into

. FAST, hringing,the mem- Please mark you calendars
ple gathered ; - ) :
Christmas SHARE Annual Assembly to adopt b%r£h|pb€or§($f§|tﬂ dommu-  Monday, April 17

for Share the Season nities throughout Pinellas FAST Action Assembly

—

CONSECRATION SUNDAY

St. John's had a great Con-  weekend and took their give thanks for all who
secration Sunday celebra- commitment cards home support Godods wo
tion November 15. We for further thought, we ask J o hfiindime, talent and
thank everyone who that they be returned as treasure. Everyone who
signed a commitment card  well. If a person is unable signs a commitment card
in support of the ministries to make a commitment, will be part of an Honor
at St. John's-a concrete the Consecration Team Roll posted in the entry-
expression of faith in asks that the card be way to the Church

Christ and his church. signed and returned with

Commitment cards have that comment. We recog- 2010 offeri |

been sent to those were nize that when life's cir- oftering envelopes

will be available at the end

not in church that week- cumstances change, com- of December. Those who

end for prayerful consid- mitments are adjusted as d 5 t 'f . d |
eration, and we ask that well. Anytime during the thec\)irr;;mes Ielasr(]e con-e nvet:
they be returned to the year, someone may con- tact the chu}c% office at

church office. For those tact Mary Anders with a

who were at worship that commitment change. We 531-6020.
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Low COUNTRY SHRIMP BoOIL

This event sells out every
year, so please get your
tickets in early January
when they go on sale.

Once called Frogmore
Stew, this onepot wonder
was created by a National
Guardsman when he

Our fellowship committee
will be hosting the low
country shrimp boil again
this year. It will be held

January 30 at 6 p.m. For Wedd | ove t o Ineededtocooka mealfor
those of you who have not  help with this event. If 100 soldiers. Richard Gay,
attended, thisis a youo6d | wholearned the recipe

very casual event to assist, from his family, had every-
which includes all please con- one remembering his stew.
the shrimp you care tact Jim The dish was later named
to eat (we have McCurtain Frogmore, where Richard
never run out), red (584- was from, by the guards
bliss potatoes, corn 8821). who teased him about

on the cob, sau- home. The postal service
sage, salad, and Here is a eliminated the name Frog-
desert as well as ittle history more, which changed this
beer, wine, and soft drinks on the Low Country Shrimp popular dish to Low Coun-

all for $10/person. try boil.

Boil:

JESUSIS BETTER THAN SANTA

Santa lives at the North Pole

JESUSis everywhere. All Santa can offer is HO HO HO.

Jesusoffers health, help and hope.
Santa rides in a sleigh

JEsusrides on the wind and walks on Santa says,‘ oYou be
Jsussays, O0Cast all

the water
me , for | care fo
Santa comes but once a year. Santaés little helop

JESUSIS an ever present help. JEsusmakes new life, mends

wounded hearts, repairs broken
homes and builds mansions.

Santa fills your stockings with goodies.
Jesussupplies all your needs.

Santa comes down your chimney uninvited.
Jsusst ands at your
and then enters your heart.

Santa may make you chuckle, but
JEsusgive you joy that is your
strength.

dc

You have to stand in line to see Santa
JESusis as close as the mention of His
name.

While Santa puts gifts under your tree,
JEsusbecame our gift and died on
the tree.

Santa lets you sit on his lap.

JESUSlets you rest in His arms. It is obvious there is really no compari-

son. We need to remember who

Santa doesndt know vy o CHRISTmasis all about. n
say is, OHi, little b
name?o0 Jesus is still the reason for the season.

JEsusknew our name before we did. He
knows our history and our future. He
even knows how many hairs are on our
heads.

Reprinted from The Shepherd, newsletter of
Church of the Good Shepherd, Dunedin; Dec.
2008

Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly.
Jesushas a heart full of love.

Finance Report
through October

Operating Receipts
$234,895

Operating Expenses
$256,217

Net Operating Receipts
(Loss)
($21,323)

If you made a
commitment for 2009
and have not completed
it, please do so by Dec.
31, 2009, to get credit

on this year
tfdXer not cry.
your cares o
r you. o6

ers make toys
your
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Messiah

The next page is a fulsize
poster to advertise the upcom-
ing product iMen
siah by a 40 piece choir, an
orchestra of 45, and soloists.
Many of the musicians are from
the Florida Orchestra. This will
be a wonderful event, and we
want to spread the word
through the community.

Many of you live in mobile
home parks, apartment/condo
complexes and other communi-
ties that have bulletin boards.
We ask that you cut out the
poster and post it on a commu-
nity bulletin board. Be creative
8 Is there a restaurant, produce
stand, etc., that you visit regu-
larly. Ask them if they will post
it.

Most importantly, come. Invite
others.

THE CHURCH YEAR: THE CALENDAR
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Christmas / Epiphany

Advent

All Saints
Day

Lent

Easter

Pentecost

Ordinary Time

As humans order or ar-
range the physical space in
which they live, for exam-
ple, their homes, neighbor-
hpods, and cities, they also
%have ﬁer fis ty°f3r or-
dering time.Most Christian
denominations utilize a
calendar that has evolved
over two millennium in
which the year is divided
into several seasons, be-
ginning with Advent, the
period of four weeks lead-
ing up to Christmas. Each
of the seasons is associ-
ated with a specific color,
as well as certain Biblical
texts or themes that give
focus to public worship
and private prayer.

Like all calendars, the litur-
gical calendar is based on
recurring seasons in na-
ture: fall, winter, spring,
and summer, marked out
by the movement of the
sun (solar calendars of
365 days) or the phases of
the moon (lunar calendars,
12 months of 28 days).
The calendar of the Chris-
tian church makes use of
both kinds and for this
reason can be somewhat
confusing as holidays

based on the solar calen-
dar like Christmas always
occur on the same date
each year whereas holi-
days based on the lunar
calendar like Easter occur
on different dates each
year, reflecting the cycles
of the moon.

The liturgical calendar was
developed over many cen-
turies, appropriating rituals
common to many cultures,
to tell the s
birth, death, and resurrec-
tion as the pattern not only
for the life of the Church
and its worship, but also
the progress of the individ-
ual believer toward union
with God. At one level, the
seasons of the Christian
year are ordered around
the life and work of Jesus,
beginning with Advent and
Christmas.

The Christmas season is
one of twelve days, ending
with Epiphany, which
marks the coming of the
magi to the stable in Beth-
lehem where Jesus was
born.

—_

Epiphany extends for a
period of 4 to 9 weeks in
which the believer follows
the major events of
Christ's life, from his bap-
tism which marks the start
of his public ministry and
ending with Ash Wednes-
day.

During Lent, Christians
follow Christ toward the
culminating days of Holy
Week and Easter in which
his confrontation with the
"powers and principalities"
of this world came to a
climax in his death, and
then, the resurrection.

Following Easter, Chris-
tians remember the rela-
tively short period during
which the risen Christ ap-
peared to the disciples on
earth. According to the
creeds, he then
"ascended" into heaven;
the church was not aban-
doned by God, however,
but rather was blessed by ’
the presence of the Holy
Spirit.

Pentecost Sunday cele-
brates that presence in the
life of the church and is
followed by a season of 24
weeks, often referred to as
"ordinary time," in which
both the church and the
individual believer focus
on the work they are called
to do in the world as the
living "body of Christ."

From GodWeb.org



George F. Handel

Presented by Choir, Orchestra and Soloists

Saturday, December 12, 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 13, 10:00 a.m., 7 p.m.

St. Johnodos Episcopal
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater

727-531-6020
www.stjohnsclearwater.org
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Find the words from the 12 Days of Christmas song (listed at the bottom) in this Christmas word search puzzle. Cir-
cle each letter one by one. Each letter of 12 Days of Christmas word search grid may be used in more than one word.
When the word Search puzzle is complete, read the remaining letters left to right, top to bottom, to learn an

interesting fact about the 12 Days of Christmas.

12 Days of Christmas Word Search Puzzle

T H CE T W E
L E A P I NG
F C L HR I S
T A L E ER T
S W I I DT H
S G N I R N E
N M G A U S D
E N B DM F S
H H I E M E S
H E R E E V E
C E DGR P |
N A S N S Y T
E F T HE G D
R G N I Y A L
F J A N U A R

12 Days of Christmas WORD LIST

PARTRIDGE MAIDS
PEAR TREE MILKING
TURTLE DOVES LADIES
FRENCH HENS DANCING
CALLING BIRDS LORDS
GOLDEN RINGS LEAPING
GEESE PIPERS
LAYING PIPING
SWANS DRUMMERS
SWIMMING DRUMMING

This word search is fun for kids and adults. Below is the
answer that appears when the search is completed.

Arenuer Jo Aep yyi ays Aueydid3 Jo ans ay1 uo saysiuly
pue Ae@ sewisuyd YIM suels sewisuy) Jo shkeq anjom] ayl
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A Y SO
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D RNT
R A G |
W N S T
I A Y A
N G I S
N N T H
O | F S
D P D H
E | F |
A P E D
Y O F S
N A D Y
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Pagell

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN JANUARY

As we consider the church
in the 21st century, most of

us would say,
isndt |ike it
growing up.©o6
someti mes i s,
God. 6 The
response 1is

that my understanding of
God has grown beyond the
image of a man with a

long, white beard and a
flowing robe. Also, if the
church hadn6t
and others
been ordained.

Actually for some time
theologians have said that
the church has gone
through a more complete
change every 500 years in

its 2000 year history. So,
where is the church
headed? God is a God of

bers of non
denominational congrega-
tions are increasing. It sad-

transformation and changev a dens me that fewer people

I'in our lives. What does that

mean in the future for us

r e a <as the body of Christ? On
I ( Wednesday nights during

January (Jan. 6, 13, 20,
and 27) please join me for
a brown bag supper and
discussion from 6:307:45
p.m. as we explore the
future of the Church. In

w o L doing this we will look at

its history of changes in
the context of human his-

tory.

Membership in the
mainline denominations is
decreasing and the num-

overall belong to faith con-
gregations. What is the
reason? What are the fu-
ture possibilities?

Our discussion will use as
a referenceThe Great
Emergence: How Christian-
ity Is Changing and Why
by Phyllis Tickle. Purchase
of the book i
sary; however, it will be
helpful. Please pay $13 to
church office by Dec. 20.
Scholarships are available.

Godds peace!

ANNUAL MEETING, SUNDAY, JANUARY 24

Please mark your calen-
dars for the Annual meet-
ing, Sunday, January 24,
immediately following the
10 a.m. service in the par-
ish hall.

The Episcopal Church Can-
ons call for an annual as-
sembly of the congrega-

tion. In the spirit of fun and
fellowship, at this meeting
we will elect Vestry mem-
bers, the Vestry will pre-
sent the 2010 budget, and
the congregation will
briefly review 2009 high-
lights and preview 2010.

Requirements for Vestry
At least18 years old
Record of giving

1 Confirmed/received

=

Regular attendance

THANK YOU FROM LOMAS FAMILY

To feel the many blessings
of Godds Love
thing, and | can honestly
say that His grace is fully

at work through the mem-
bers of St. John's.You

have answered His call to
step forward inprayer and
correspondence, compan-
ionship and assistance

with mealsfor some ofHis

to help us in our time of

childrena.yosr prbtleers d i d need.

and sisters.

| want to thank and

praise God for his abun-
dance of Love and to ex-
press my sincere gratitude
to my family and all of you
who have stepped forward

Praise be to God.

With love,

Vicky, Don, Donnie,
Chucky, Gregory Lomas
and Beryl Cobb

The Staff of

St. Johndés Epi
The Rev Glad R. McCurtain

Rector
The Rev. Hugh Bell,

Assisting Priest
John Wirth , Music Director
Marlene Eichelberger,

Parish Administrator
Thelma Lipp, Sexton
Danene Rice, Youth Leader
Margaret Richcreek,

Youth Leader
Mary Anders, C

The Vestry
Kathy Cates, Senior Warden

Sarsvat. Juiog agen
ary Ellen Britfs,
Christian Formation
Jan Davis, Worship
Barbara DiCairano, Membershif
Charles Gaudreau, Pastoral Ca
John Stima, Youth Representati
Bob Zimmerman, Finance
Clyde Smith, Treasurer
Amanda Smith, Treasurer

Service Schedule

Sunday
8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Christian Formation
Children and adult
11:15 a.m. Teen Spirituality
and Youth Group
Wednesday
12 p.m. Holy Eucharist and
Healing
Saturday
5 p.m. Holy Eucharist

The Evangelist
of
St. Johnds Ep
is published ten times yearly.

Issue Deadline: The tenth day ¢
the second Monday of each
monthi whichever comes

We reserve the right to edit
articles submitted for content
and length.

Marlene Eichelberger, Editor
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Wedre o0

www.stjohnsclea

Email us:

churchoffice@
stjohnsclearwater.org

The Rev. Glad McCurtain
gmccurtain@
stjohnsclearwater.org

Marlene Eichelberger
meichelberger@
stjohnsclearwater.org

John Wirth
ddredar@aol.com

Thelma Lipp
lipp.t29@gmail.com

Joy to the World

B‘

The Clergy, Vestry and Staff
Church wishes you a Blessed Christmas and a healthy and
peace-filled New Year.



