
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change 

The courage to change the things I can 

And the wisdom to know the difference       

                                      Reinhold Niebuhr 

 

Itõs impossible to be immune from the fear that is ever present during this current eco-

nomic crisis. With no clear solutions and no clear way out, it is easy to fall into despair.  

However, it is possible to seek out Godõs invitation and discern a faithful response in the 

firm knowledge that Godõs steadfast love, Godõs faithfulness - in and through Christ - can 

be trusted.   

 

God is in the midst of this crisis and calling us to integrate more deeply our spiritual lives 

with our financial lives. During this time of great uncertainty, we remain certain that we are 

called and led by the Holy Spirit to be stewards of Godõs gifts and Godõs grace to one an-

other.  We pray that the Holy Spirit leads us to change the things we can.  

 

Finding Hope in Hard Times, Seven Spiritual Practices: A Faithful Stewardõs Guide offers 

practical steps and prayerful reflections in how we can individually and as a faith commu-

nity adapt to the troubling reality of our fragile and weakened economy.  Ideal for a Lenten 

study, adult forum or small group venues, the seven practices offer a way to ground us in 

the deepest reality of Godõs abundant graceñdespite trying times. Adapted from: Laurel 

Johnston, Program Officer for Stewardship 

 

There are copies in the church tract rack. The electronic file can be downloaded from the 

following web site: 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/stewardship_103583_ENG_HTM.htm?menupage=10358
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The booklet works for individuals as well as small group discussion. It is based on sound 

biblical footing for reflection as well as practical action steps. This brief guide is a gift from 

the Stewardship Office of the Episcopal Church to assist the people of St. Johnõs to find 

hope in these difficult times. It is an example of God working through the church commu-

nity for the benefit of the people around the world. The booklet was adapted from the 

Church of England. Anyone interested in a discussion group, please contact me, 531-6020, 

or gmccurtain@stjohnsclearwater.org.  

 

Everyone has been impacted by the astounding unemployment rate. Some readers have 

recently lost their jobs. Other readers have skill or experience that would help people find 

employment and provide networking support for a job search. If you are looking for employ-

ment or can provide assistance to someone who is searching for a job, please contact me. 

This is the church putting our faith into action!  

 

Love! Peace! Joy! 

 

Glad 
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WEAR RED on Pentecost! 

 

Pentecost is the festival 

when Christians celebrate 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Pentecost means òfiftieth 

dayó and is celebrated 50 

days after Easter (and 10 

days after Jesus ascended 

into heaven). It is regarded 

as the birthday of the 

Christian church, and the 

start of the church's mis-

sion to the world. 

  

The apostles were gath-

ered together in Jerusalem 

to celebrate a Jewish har-

vest festival when the Holy 

Spirit descended on them. 

It sounded like a very 

strong wind, and it looked 

like tongues of fire. The 

apostles then found them-

selves speaking in foreign 

languages, inspired by the 

Holy Spirit. People passing 

by at first thought that they 

must be drunk, but the 

apostle Peter told the 

crowd that the apostles 

were full of the Holy Spirit. 

Peter addressed the 

crowd, preaching to them 

about Jesusõ death and 

resurrection for the forgive-

ness of sin. As a result, 

about 3,000 converts were 

baptized that day. (Acts 

2:1-41) 

  

Pentecost is sometimes 

called òWhitsunday.ó The 

tradition in ancient times 

was to baptize adult con-

verts on Pentecost. The 

newly baptized catechu-

mens would wear white 

robes on that day, so Pen-

tecost was often called 

òWhitsundayó or òWhite 

Sundayó after the white 

baptismal garments. 

  

The symbols of Pentecost 

are those of the Holy Spirit 

and include flames, wind, 

the breath of God and a 

dove. Red is the liturgical 

color for the day. It recalls 

the tongues of flame in 

which the Holy Spirit de-

scended on the first Pente-

cost. Hymns sung on Pen-

tecost have the Holy Spirit 

as their theme: Come 

down O Love Divine, 

Breathe on me breath of 

God, Spirit of the Living 

God fall afresh on me.  
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D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R H I G H  SC H O O L? 

THE  D AY  OF PENTECOSTñMAY  31 

have a light show complete 

with mirror ball.  

 

We would like you to come 

dressed as you did in the 

year of your graduation 

and brush up on your 

dance steps from that year 

also. There will be some 

dance contests with prizes. 

(Promise, no limbo!)  

 

Now for the best contest!!!  

We will have a poster with 

peopleõs high school pic-

tures on it.  There will be a 

list of names, and you can 

match the picture the 

name.  There will be a nice 

prize for whoever gets the 

most correct. 

 

If you would like to partici-

pate in this, please bring a 

picture with your name 

clearly written on the back 

and give it to Kathy Cates, 

or you can leave it in the 

church office in an enve-

lope addressed to Kathy 

Cates. 

 

It is going to a great time, 

so watch for our posters 

and bulletin inserts. Tick-

ets will go on sale in May. 

 

Please mark your  

calendars now  

June 13 at 6 p.m. 

 

This will be the last fellow-

ship event until the fall and 

it is going to be GREAT.  

Our theme will be òHigh 

School Memories.ó 

 

Fellowship and Music De-

partment have joined 

forces to make this a 

memorable and fun event. 

Our menu has not yet been 

fine-tuned so there will be 

more news about that 

later. 

 

A DJ will play songs from 

the 50õs, 60õs and 70õs, 

and will also perform sev-

eral songs live.  The DJ will 
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Happy Birthday wishes in  
May to: 
 
1 Kathy Frishe 
2 Doris Huwer 
3 Janet Patterson 
4 Taylor Charmatz 
5 Doris McLean 
8 Barbie Taylor, Becky Massey 
11 William Hickman, Jennifer 
 Saner 
13 Jordan Ector 
14 Beverly Byxbee 
15 Robert Barnes, Tyler Rill 
17  Jane Burgos 
20 Jensen Rice, Bob Liberty, Bill 
 Babbitt 
21 Mary Anthony  
23 Betsey Kraengel  
24 Judy Bennett, Kathi Caste 
26 Jessica Manley, Julie Smith 
31 Elinor Nagle 

 

 
Happy Wedding Anniversary 
wishes in May to: 
 
5 Donald and Vicky Lomas 
6 Dave and Beth Burton  
8 Ray and Beverly Persson 
9 Jack and Honey Deutsch 
18 Paul and Carol Chesler 
20 Terry and Jory Swatzell,  
 Al and Betty Lelekacs 
21 Jeff and Casie Colamarino 
27 Maurice and Barbara  
 DiCairano 
28 David and Patricia Dean 



 

The Youth in Action (YIA) 

Mission Trip to Kentuckyõs 

Appalachian Mountains 

August 2-8, 2009 is con-

firmed! 

  

The person that success-

fully organized the youth's 

mission trip to Kentucky 

three years ago, Joanne 

Waters, is managing 

the details of our upcom-

ing YIA trip. She is lining up 

our work, such as doing 

repairs on a hospital, de-

molishing and clean up of 

a shed, painting homes 

and more!  Joanne is tied 

to St John's by her heart 

when attending school in 

Kentucky keeps her away. 

  

YIA will be staying in a re-

treat center in Carlisle, KY 

called Cedar Hill Retreat 

Center. To view the retreat 

center where we will be 

staying, please check out 

the retreatõs link at 

http://cedarhillretreats.org/

This Episcopal Retreat Cen-

ter is set in a wooded area 

with hiking near by... and 

mission work to do around 

every corner. 

  

We are very blessed to have 

Sallie and Richard De-

vine "sign up" to be chaper-

ones for this Mission Trip.  

They have jumped in with 

both feet by attending Safe-

guarding God's Children 

course and youth group 

meeting with guest speaker, 

Amy Hinrichs. They have a 

great love for the outdoors 

and have committed their 

vacation time to this Mis-

sion Trip!  

  

The youth are committing 

their summer vacations, 

money and sweat equity 

into this trip. They are still 

in the process of raising 

funds for this trip. Not only 

do they have to cover gas, 

lodging and food, they also 

have to buy materials to do 

the necessary work.  

 

Anyone wishing to encour-

age our youth with a mone-

tary donation would be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT  

Thank you to everyone who 

donated and helped fill 

Easter eggs. The youth had 

fun hiding the eggs for the 

little ones to find. Thank 

you to our YIA, Vicky Lomas 

and Kathi Caste for a 

blessed egg hunt celebrat-

ing the Risen Christ. 

 

In His Service, 

Danene Rice 

or 447-8406.  

 

PARENTS ð Mark these 

dates on your calendar 

NOW to make sure your 

childõs summer plans in-

clude this very wonderful, 

fun-filled, Christ centered 

week! Space is limited! The 

Youth of St. Johnõs have 

the first opportunity to re-

serve their spot for this 

week. If your youth is an 

incoming 10th grader or 

older they may be a Youth 

Leader. 

Prepare for Fun,  

Celebrate the SON! 

Calling all incoming 6th ð 

9th graders for St. Johnõs 

F.I.S.H. Camp. FISH stands 

for Followers In Service for 

HIM. Through service pro-

jects and fun, the FISH will 

immerse themselves in the 

amazing world of discover-

ing Godõs love by serving 

others.  

 

There are plenty of oppor-

tunities for you to get in-

volved in this wonderful 

ministry to our youth. If you 

are interested or can help 

in any way, please contact 

Danene Rice at ricecon-

nect@yahoo.com  

Diocesan Summer 

Camps 
 

This year the Diocese of 

Southwest Florida will hold 

both its elementary and 

youth camps on the same 

week ð June 21-26. They 

will be held at the Christian 

Retreat Center in Braden-

ton (not at DaySpring). 

Each camp is limited to 24 

boys and 24 girls. Cost is 

$360 each. Applications for 

camp are in the church 

office or can be accessed 

at www.episcopalswfl.org 
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YIA APPLYING MISSIONS IN  
APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS  

F. I .S.H  CA M P  JU LY  13-17 

Welcome Newcomers 

A newcomerõs 

orientation class will be 

held Sunday, May 17 

following the 10 a.m. 

service. Video, 

discussion and tour of  

facilities included. 

http://cedarhillretreats.org/
mailto:riceconnect@yahoo.com
mailto:riceconnect@yahoo.com


 Journalist Janine La-

tus's straight-shooting 

memoir about dutiful 

Catholic sisters growing up 

in 1970s Michigan dilates 

into a haunting story of 

abuse at the hands of the 

men in their lives. 

 An honest, unsparing 

look at the deadly erosion 

of self-worth 

 

After reading the following 

review, please consider 

whether a small group dis-

cussion of this New York 

Times bestseller could be 

beneficial for yourself or 

provide insights about oth-

ers whom you know. If in-

terested, please call me, 

Glad McCurtain. 

 

Review: In 2002, the au-

thor picked up the phone 

to learn that her younger 

sister was missing and the 

prime suspect was Amy's 

freeloading ex-con boy-

friend. In the ensuing 

chapters about the sisters' 

childhood and youth, Latus 

attempts to figure what 

went wrong in the relation-

ships both women endured 

with the men they loved. 

Clues begin to center 

around their father, an 

insurance salesman who is 

both seductive and hyper-

critical. On the one hand, 

when Janine is a girl, he 

routinely tells her how flat-

chested she is, what a stu-

pid laugh she has. On the 

other, he "feels her up" 

with his eyes and praises 

her sexy legs. Her mother 

remains passive while the 

girls' Catholic religious 

teaching hammers home 

the message that women 

are seductresses and men 

have uncontrollable urges.  

 

Obviously, the only way for 

someone as pathetic as 

Janine to get men's ap-

proval is by sleeping with 

them; she grows into a 

rebellious, fairly promiscu-

ous, academic dilettante. 

Janine graduates and mar-

ries her lover (after he gets 

a divorce). Stuck at home, 

much younger Amy marries 

early, gains weight and lets 

her education languish. 

But she eventually gets a 

divorce, builds a career as 

a pricing analyst and starts 

over. Then she meets a 

dangerous, two-timing 

criminal who's obviously 

bad news-but he keeps 

telling Amy he loves her. 

Just as the author finds 

the courage to turn around 

her life, Amy dies. And 

Dad's still clueless, telling 

suggestive stories about 

his daughter at the memo-

rial service. Latus writes 

here to save the lives of 

women like her sister and 

herself, so desperate for 

love that they'll pay any 

price for it. 

 

aware of all the burdens 

and concerns that our St. 

John's family placed in the 

suitcase on Sundays. May 

you be blessed by this re-

lease to God just as we 

were! 

   

A special thank you to Glad 

for her outstanding guid-

ance, support, and love. 

Also, much heartfelt grati-

tude and appreciation to 

the group facilitators and 

all those who participated 

in the evening- prayers, 

scripture, chapter facilita-

tors and all participants. 

This was truly a group ef-

The five Lenten Wednes-

day night sessions of Trav-

eling Light were attended 

by approximately 30 peo-

ple.   
  

The Holy Spirit prevailed -

helping us experience a 

special relationship with 

our Lord. Especially mean-

ingful was the last session 

when we had a circle out-

side to burn our burdens 

and concerns, giving them 

to God, as we sang "Surely 

The Presence of the Lord is 

in this placeó. This was  

followed by a prayer of 

blessing.  We were also 

fort.  God is good! 

  

Those who came early for 

soup and salad experi-

enced a special treat- all 

soups were outstanding, 

and many are asking for 

recipes which will be com-

ing soon. 

 

Praise God for making this 

Lenten Series a special 

preparation for Holy Week 

and the walk to Easter 

Day. Christ Is Risen. He Is 

Risen, Indeed!  God Bless 

All! 

 

Pat Peters 
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B O O K  I N  RE V I E W  

I F  I  A M  M I S S I N G O R D E A D  

WE  L E A R N E D  T O  T R AV E L  L I G H T  

The next edition of  this 

newsletter will be a 

combined June/July 

issue. The deadline for 

the issue is Monday, 

May 11. 

May 2009 



 

òMoney plays a major role in our personali-

tiesé 

òThe way money exerts these enormous 

influences in our lives is determined less by 

how much of it we have than by the philoso-

phy we have adopted regarding money. 

òThat personal philosophy determines how 

we think and behave regarding money, and 

tends to fall into one of four general pat-

terns: 
 

 1. Some people insist that money is not 

important. ôMoney does not buy happiness,õ 

they often say. 
 

 2. Other people insist that money is the 

most important thing in life. ôMoney is not 

the key to happiness,õ they say, ôbut if you 

have enough of it, you can have a key 

made!õ 
 

 3. Still other people say that life is like 

two lanes of traffic. ôMoney is important in 

the material lane but not in the spiritual 

lane,õ they seem to say. ôTo connect with 

God, you move to the spiritual laneñyou 

pray. To be in touch with the real world, you 

move to the material laneñyou run in the 

rat race, trying to make a buck.õ 

 

 4. Jesus held a fourth view. Jesus said 

that money is everythingñnot in the usual 

sense of that term but in the spiritual 

sense. Jesus did not divide reality into two 

partsñthe material and the spiritual. He 

said that the way we think and behave 

with regard to money impacts us both 

physically and spiritually. Its use and 

misuse affect our relationship with God 

and the quality of our life. ôFor Where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also,õ 

Jesus said (Luke 12:34), illustrating his 

point with a story about a rich man who 

tried to achieve a quality life by building 

more barns to hold his wealth. The punch 

line says, ôSo it is with those who store up 

treasures for themselves but are not rich 

toward Godõ (Luke 12:21).ò [Money 

Is/Isnõt Everything, Herb Miller] 

 

Which of those four views describes your 

philosophy of money? 

 
STEWARDSHIP NUGGETS 

FOR NEWSLETTERS, WORSHIP BULLETINS, 

AND SERMONS 

Copyright © 1999 by Herb Miller; All rights 

reserved. 

 

lock end.ó Right there on 

the end of the box is a tab 

to lock the roll in place. 

How long has this little 

locking tab been there? 

Apparently, for-

ever. Itõs on brand 

names and gener-

ics. I can't count 

the number of 

times the Saran 

wrap roll has 

jumped out when 

I was trying to 

cover something 

up.  

 

I had to go into the kitchen 

and check this out for my-

self. Did you ever look at 

the end of your aluminum 

foil box? You know when 

you try to pull some foil out 

and the roll comes out of 

the box? Then you have to 

put the roll back in the box 

and start over.  

 

Well, before you get too 

frustrated, look at the end 

of the box. Written on the 

end of boxes of aluminum 

foil, Saran Wrap, and wax 

paper, is, òPress here to 

Now donõt we all feel stu-

pid? And isnõt this a wonder-

ful tip?!? 

 

Submitted by Ellie Witkowski 
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MONEY  IS EVERYTHING ! 

D O NõT  E V E N  T RY A N D  AC T L I K E  YO U  
A L R E A DY  K N E W  T H I S! 

Finance Report 

through April 15, 2009 

 

Operating Receipts

 $96,672  

 

Operating Expenses

 $90,803  

 

Net Operating Receipts  

  $5,769  

 

Please keep your 

financial commitment 

current.  God is busy 

working on our behalf. 
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Holy Week and Easter at St. Johnõs 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross 

Walking from Station to Station 
Tyson and Spencer Rice carry the Cross 

Tom Edwards nails into the Cross 

Altar Guild Prepared the Church for Easter 

Garie Glaze and Camella Kane Honey Deutsch 
Pru Fabricand and Margaret Richcreek 

Jack Deutsch helps with flowers 

Nan Lanham and Thelma Lipp 

hang black-out curtains for Great 

Vigil of Easter 

Easter morning. The Lord is Risen! 


